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MEMO TO OUR READERS 


We know you must be out there, because we 
get lots of requests for subscriptions. 


Pac er: eid 


That's about all we hear. Every month as 
we put Luther Life to press, we hope it's 
giving you what you want. 


uey ake 


Did you agree with our movie reviews? Are 
the Problem Corner answers all wrong? Did an 
article make you mad? Was your name mis- 
spelled in the news section? What sport 
subject would you like Sig Hagen to write 
about? 


3 1 € 
Give us your gripes. And if something 
strikes you as especially good, tell us 


that, too, so we can give you more likegite 


We know you must be out there. Let's 
hear from you. 


editor 
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Buddha’s Fool 


editorial 


Several years ago in Chinatown, New York City, | visited 
an old Buddhist temple. | came upon this temple while on a 
sightseeing tour of Lower Manhattan Island. As | recall, this Budd- 
hist shrine was almost completely dark except for a pale, blue light 
behind the altar. And on the altar sat the huge, brass image of 
Buddha, himself, with his brass legs crossed before him, with his 
brass hands folded in his lap, and with the thick, brass lids of his 
Oriental eyes half closed in eternal meditation. Before him smoul- 
dered a bowl of incense with its heavy, sweet odor permeating 
the darkness. 

After all the people of the tour had assembled, a Chinese 
Buddhist priest stepped up before the altar. Picking up a small 
hammer, he struck a huge, brass gong at the altar’s side. As the 
tone of the gong faded into stillness, this priest bowed before the 
brass image announcing to Lord Buddha with a wailing incanta- 
tion that we were there. Then he dropped a piece of rice paper on 
which was written a Chinese prayer for good fortune into the bowl 
of incense; and immediately the rice paper burst into flame. The 
smoke it caused curled up around Buddha’s chin and nose and 
eyes; and that was the manner in which Buddha received the 
prayer. 

While this brief service was in progress, my eye fell on a 
family of three whom | had noted earlier on the bus—a mother, 
a father, and a young daughter about seventeen. The mother was 
a huge, raw-boned woman with a wide face ruddy with vitality. 
And yet, although it was a warm summer day, she was wearing 
a sweater buttoned tightly against her throat and a scarf around 
her neck. On the bus she had complained almost constantly about 
the cold draught from the air conditioning. 


The father was a puny little man with a sharp face like a bird. 
On the bus he had hugged a leather briefcase which, judging from 
the manner he held on to it, apparently contained things of great 
value, although it was almost heavier than he could handle. Dur- 
ing the bus ride he had complained’ almost constantly about the 
money they were spending. 

The daughter was a peroxide young teenager with baby blue 
eyes. While on the bus her time had been spent in across-aisle 
conversation with sailors. 

At last the Chinese priest turned to the congregation and an- 
nounced that Lord Buddha had found us in high favor. Conse- 
quently, he explained, Buddha would grant us each a choice of one 
of three wishes. Then he pointed out a large, Chinese drum in the 
back of the shrine by the door. That drum, he said was sacred to 
Buddha; and to him who struck upon it once, Buddha would give 
health; to him who struck upon it twice Buddha would give wealth; 
he who struck upon it three times—to that one, Buddha would 
bring love. 

Once for health—twice for wealth—three times for love. 

And if one wanted to assure himself of Buddha’s attention 
to his request, he had but to drop a dollar bill in a brass plate 
by the drum’s side. 

At that, the mother of the family | had been watching turned 
to the father and said, “Come on, Oscar, that would be fun.” 

The father didn’t like the idea at first. It meant spending three 
dollars. But when he finally opened his wallet, | was astounded 
at its opulent contents. He did manage to find three one dollar 
bills, however; and he gave one to his wife, one to his daughter, 
and the third he rolled up into a ball with considerable affection 
and held it in his own right fist. Then he nodded to his wife to go 
first. 

The mother stepped forward with considerable selfconscious- 
ness—after all, we were all watching her—and after dropping 
her dollar into the brass plate, she took a drumstick from the 
Chinese priest; and stepping up she went BAM against the drum 
with such a thunderous blow that the brass gong beside the altar 
caught the vibration and hummed like an angry bee. 


Then she stepped back and handed the drumstick to the father. 
He dropped his dollar into the brass plate with considerable reluc- 
tance, and stepping forward, he went BAM BAM against the drum 
—feeble but business like. 

Then the daughter emerged from a dark corner. Taking the 
drumstick from her father and dropping her dollar in the brass 
plate, she patted her hair a little and stepping forward went BAM 
BAM BAM against the drum. 

At that | turned to look at the great image of Buddha, him- 
self. It seemed to me that one of his eyes was opened just a little 
wider with all the noise going on there; and in my imagination | 
could almost hear what he was thinking in that brass brain of 
his. | thought | heard him say to himself, “These people are fools! 
They have come to my holy temple to ask of me a wish; and each 
has given me a dollar to assure the granting of his desire. The 
mother asks for health—yet she doesn’t really want health. What 
she really wants is love. She just pretends to have poor health to 
attract the attention of her husband. 

“And the father, he asks for wealth—yet he really doesn’t want 
wealth. What he wants is health. He’s trying to use the power of 
wealth as a cover-up for his physical weakness. 

“And the daughter, she has asked for love. Yet she doesn’t 
need love so much as wealth. Because of her parents’ selfishness, 
she has never been able to develop maturity. What she needs is 
wealth of personality, to give her a sense of worth and self-confi- 
dence. Strange how people always assume that ‘wealth’ refers to 
money. 

“So what can | do?” said Buddha, shrugging his brass should- 
ers. “Why should | grant the wishes of such foolish people who 
don’t really know what they want nor what they need for them- 
selves?” 

Then my meditations stopped for suddenly everyone had 
turned to me. Now it was my turn to strike upon the drum. Frankly, 
with rather a baffled smile | declined the opportunity. | had no 
desire to be one of Buddha’s fools and ask for a wish | really 
didn’t want. 


Oliver Andresen 


REACHERS Briefed 


Central Penn’s REACH program 
began its second season with a three- 
day briefing session at Gettysburg 
Seminary, August 29-September 1. Ap- 
proximately 30 REACHERs were in- 
structed by Central Penn staff mem- 
bers, Mickey Walters, John Cochran, 
Bob Menges, Jerry Smith, and Bob 
Kauffman. Ten teams which compose 
CPSLL’S REACH program will make 
32 visits before the first of the year. 


South Shore Reactivates 


More than fifty South Shore Dis- 
trict leaguers attended the recent syn- 
odical convention in Buffalo, marking 
a 90% improvement over the past 
several years. South Shore, encompass- 
ing counties of Nassau and Suffolk 
‘on Long Island, New York, have been 
quiet for a number of years. Activity 
was at a low. 

A recent upsurge in spirit is credited 
primarily to a sudden spurt of leader- 


ship. Many leaguers claim they are fol- 
lowing the lead of St. David's, Mas- 
sapequa Park, which has developed 
one of the largest and _ strongest 
leagues in the area. 

Using as their challenging call, 
“The South shall rise again,” they have 
a new mark of identity: South Shore, 
the district with the modern design. 


Citation to Sallman 


Warner Sallman, whose well-known 
painting of the Head of Christ is 
found in Christian homes throughout 
the world, received the 1957 Upper 
Room citation for his contribution to 
world Christian fellowship. Formal 
presentation of the citation took place 
at a banquet at the National Press 
Club, Washington D.C., October 3. 

Chief speaker was Dr. Charles L. 
Goff, pastor of Chicago Temple. As a 
theological student, Goff taught a 
YMCA Bible course. One of his stu- 
dents was Warner Sallman. Sallman 
was impressed by the way Goff de- 
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scribed Jesus as a strong, virile man. 
He made sketches and notes and the 
famous painting owes at least part of 
its inspiration to the teaching of the 
young theolog who now fills the world 
famous pulpit.’ Goff and the artist 
have been close friends for years. 


NYNE Supplements LLA 


A fictional Johnny Leaguer is in- 
terpreting Luther League and its work 
to young people all over New York 
and New England. Johnny is the char- 
acter of a booklet prepared by George 
Fey, LID, for the synod. 

Ideas and suggestions have been 
gathered from many areas. The book- 
let is intended to supplement mater- 
ials available in LLA’s Handbook. 

Distribution of the material began 
through the synodical HELP teams. 
Later, the booklet will be made avail- 
able to all leaguers. 


CONVENTIONS 
CENTRAL PENN 

Conventioners from Central Penn 
boast of being the only ones in the 
country who had ham and pancakes 
during business sessions. Donald Pan- 
kake and Harold Hamme vied for the 
office of treasurer. The convention was 
held at Gettysburg College in the lat- 
ter part of July. 

Under the theme Respond, more 
than 400 leaguers and pastors met to 
hear Rev. Raymond L. Fetter speak 
on “A Responding Disciple.” Other 
guests and key people were Dean Sud- 
man, representative of LLA; caravan 
team 1, composed of Erich Berendt, 
Marilyn Bopp, Arlene Engelhardt, and 
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Karen Hummon; Mrs. Raymond L. 
Fetter, organist and choir director; 
and Rev. James M. Singer, past syn- 
odical advisor who spoke on the sub- 
ject,» Isa vhist thes ite mertentiieas 
Eberly was chairman of the conven- 
tion. 

Elected to office were Jerry Smith, 
president; Robert Menges, vice presi- 
dent; Michele Walters, second vice 
president; Nancy Essick, secretary; 
and Donald Pankake, treasurer. 


PITTSBURGH 

Three pastors were honored by 
leaguers at the convention of Pitts- 
burgh Synod LL at Thiel College, 
Greenville, Pa. The pastors, Rev. John 
T. Braughler, Rev. Elwood Hauser, 
and Rev. Ivan Mattern, were honored 
for many years of time and talent 
given to the Luther League. The men 
were presented with an original sketch 
of Christ, a pastor, and a boy. The 
sketches were done by a leaguer, Rich- 
ard Radich. 

Rev. Carl W. Folkemer of Linthi- 
cum Heights, Md., convention chap- 
lain, told the 350 people that “‘as long 
as there is a single person in the world 
who has not heard of Christ every 
Christian is under an obligation to 
bring Christ to him. “Other highlights 
included adoption of a new constitu- 
tion and an afternoon at a nearby 
lake. 

New officers are June Berger, presi- 
dent; Jim Gahagan, vice president; 
Sally Wirth, secretary; Donna Chanon, 
treasurer, and Nancy Willman, statis- 
tician. 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Following a synodical youth rally 
sponsored jointly by the parish edu- 


cation committee of South Carolina 
synod and the state Luther League, 
the LL convention was held. The 
theme of the national convention, 
Here I Stand, was used as S.C. theme. 

Business sessions, presided over by 


SOUTH 


PITTSBURGH SYNOD OFFICERS 
President June Burger is seated 
in center of first row. 


Henry Keummerer, vice president, in- 
cluded such features as the purchase 
of Christian Youth Hymnals for Hoth- 
rope Hall in England, an assembly for 
Lutheran refugees; adoption of a 
budget for $6,671; presentation of a 
check for $150 to Southern Seminary 
for library books; and presentation of 
a check for $300 to Holy Trinity Lu- 
theran Church in North Augusta 
(home mission project). 

The convention, attended by ap- 
proximately 500 leaguers, advisors, 
and pastors, chose the following of- 
ficers: Miriam Eleazer, president; Ina 
Lee Roof, vice president; Kay Hot- 
inger, secretary; Henry Keummerer, 
treasurer; Reg. Clyde Bedenbaugh, 
clergy representative; Donna McCay, 
Christian vocation; Marion Clark, 
evangelism; Martha Eargle, missions; 
Marilyn Bopp, social action; Claude 
Crawford, recreation; Gaynelle Swice- 
good, publicity and publications; Jesse 
Busbee, statistics and records; Georgia 


CAROLINA SYNOD OFFICERS: President Miriam 


Eleazer is fourth person from the right on the front row. 


Livingston, convention program; Mary 
Schriegel, parish education; Sara Ella 
Yount, intermediate; Robert Addy, 
Central conference chairman; Wyman 
Dowd, Newberry conference chair- 
man; Barbara Frick, Piedmont confer- 
ence chairman; Fred Williams, South- 
eran conference chairman; and Caro- 
lyn Rawl, Western conference chait- 
man. 


New Churches in LWF 


Four church bodies were admitted 
into full membership in the Lutheran 
World Federation at the opening of 
the Third Assembly in Minneapolis. 
With the addition of these churches 
the roster was increased from 57 mem- 
ber churches in 29 countries to 61 


. Besides, it’s not Christian to gos- 


sip... if | were to gossip | would tell 
you about that Matilda and the drip she 
had for a date the other night and how 
they... 


member churches in 32 countries, rep- 
resenting some 49,500,000 Lutherans. 

New member churches are: 

Evangelical Lutheran Church, Ol- 
denburg, West Germany, with a mem- 
bership of 545,000. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Hong Kong, organized under a new 
constitution earlier this year with Dr. 
Peny Fu, former head of the Lutheran 
Church of China, as president. 

Lutheran Church of Mexico, out- 
growth of mission activities by the 
American Lutheran Church, indepen- 
dently organized this year. 

Mekane Yesus Evangelical Church 
in Ethiopia, with 500 members, the 
smallest independent church ever ac- 
cepted into membership in the LWF. 


WORK CAMPER RETURNS 


Carol Jacobsen, Mineapolis, Minnesota, 
registered nurse, spent five weeks last 
summer with the LLA Work Camp in the 
Virgin Islands. Part of the camp was held 
at Fredericksted St. Croix. There she be- 
came acquainted with the work of the 
Queen Louise Home for children. 

The Home needed a new matron. Carol 
heard and volunteered. Beginning her 
new work there in October, she will serve 
a two year term. 


in a most unusual way, this Work Camp 
experience has changed her life. 


Former 
Social 
Action 
Secretary 
of 


Minnesota 
LL 


COLLEGES 


CARTHAGE 


Trustees have chosen Kenosha, Wis- 
consin, as the site of Carthage’s sec- 
ond campus. Dr. Harold Lentz, presi- 
dent, said selection is contingent on its 
acceptance by the Wisconsin city. The 
proposed site on Lake Michigan is 
within an hour’s drive of both Chi- 
cago and Milwaukee. The two-campus 
plan will enable Carthage to meet a 
greatly increased student enrollment 
in the near future. 


GETTYSBURG 


A Civil War Conference will be the 
final feature of Gettysburg College’s 
'125th anniversary celebration. Held 
Nov. 17, 18, 19, the conference will 
have as a theme, “The Civil War—an 
Emergent New America,” and will be 
directed by Dr. Allan Nevins, Pro- 


Informal get-together of freshmen and 
clergy at Muhlenberg College. Students 
from Allentown and Bethlehem, Pa., and 
Tehran, Iran, are pictured with Pastor 
Arnold F. Keller, Jr., St. John’s, Allentown. 


fessor of history at Columbia. 

Dates chosen are significant. In 
Nov., 1832, Gettysburg College first 
held classes. On Nov. 19, 1863, Pres- 
ident Abraham Lincoln delivered his 
“Gettysburg Address.” 


LENOIR RHYNE 


Three faculty appointments for 
1957-58, made by Voight R. Cromer, 
president, are Mrs. Carson N. Cope- 
land, instructor in English; Dr. Cres- 
tes P. Rhyne, associate professor of 
German; and Mrs. Charles R. Zec- 
chini, instructor in mathematics. 

A three-story men’s dorm is the 
latest step in Lenoir Rhyne’s long- 
range expansion program. The struc- 
ture should be ready for occupancy in 
September, 1958. 


MUHLENBERG 


This is Muhlenberg’s first coeduca- 
tional year. Enrollment totals 950. Of 
this number, 108 are girls. Muhlen- 
berg is the last of the ULCA’s 14 col- 
leges to become coeducational. 


NEWBERRY 

Approximately 200 new students 
were on hand for freshman orienta- 
tion at Newberry, September 9. For- 
mal opening was October 12. 


SUSQUEHANNA 

Rev. Bela Lesko, rector of the new 
Lutheran theological seminary at 
Buenos Aires, Argentina, delivered 
the address at fall convocation at Sus- 
quehanna University, September 23. 


9 


The honorary degree of Doctor of 
Divinity was conferred upon Pastor 
Lesko by Dr. G. Morris Smith, presi- 
dent. 

Susquehanna began its 100th year 
with capacity enrollment. It will dedi- 
cate a new music building and an ad- 
dition to the present library. 


THIEL 


A Policy Conference, sponsored by 
the Board of Foreign Missions, ULCA, 
was held on the campus following 
the Lutheran World Federation meet- 
ings in Minneapolis. Participants rep- 
resented the Augustana, Evangelical, 
Free, United Evangelical, and the 
Suomi Synod Lutheran Churches. 

Topics discussed were mergers, edu- 
cation of missionaries’ children, vaca- 
tion spots for missionaries, and rules 
and regulations in regard to neighbor- 
ing areas. 


WAGNER 


Wagner College faculty and stu- 
dents have topped the $15,000 mark in 


charitable fund raising with last year’s 
Campus Community Chest giving. 
1956-57 contributions, $2,205.82, 
were the largest in the Chest’s ten- 
year history. 

Dr. David M. Delo, president of 
Wagner, delivered the convocation ad- 
dress, September 16, on the theme, 
“The Obligation for Excellence.” To- 
tal enrollment has reached 1600. 

One of the special events of Wag- 
ner’s 75th anniversary year is the dedi- 
cation of the new men’s dormitory. 
The date has been set as October 13. 


LSA Elects ULCAer 


Gordon W. Ward, Jr., a stu- 
dent at Lutheran Theological 
Seminary, Mt. Airy, Philadel- 
phia, has been elected president 
of the Lutheran Student Associ- 


ation of America. 

A native of Durham, S. C., 
and a graduate of Lenoir Rhyne, 
Gordon succeeds Arthur J. Diers 
who just completed his second 
year at Mt. Airy. 


Pastor Luther Y. Seibert, 
Elmhurst, Illinois, presents Pro Deo 
et Patria award to Dale Keith. 


Lutheran Churches in Amer- 
ica report a total membership of 
7,618,301 for 1956. According 
to the annual statistical summary 
compiled by the NLC’s Division 
of Public Relations, the Luther- 
an Churches in the United States 
and Canada gained 245,363 
members during 1956. This was 
an increase of 3.3 per cent over 
the previous year. 


Three Honored 


Three members of one family were 
honored recently for their service to 
God, country, and the Scout move- 
ment. 

Pro Deo et Patria (for God and 
country) awards were presented to 
John Eilertson and his brother Orwin. 
Their sister Dorine, was given the 
Girl Scout God and Country award. 
Presentations were made by Rev. L. 
Glenn Cloninger, pastor of St. Luke’s 
Lutheran Church, Waukesha, Wiscon- 
sin. 

Besides Scout activities, the three 
young people are active in community, 
school, and church groups. 

8th grader Dorine assists in the 
nursery at church. Orwin is an active 
9th grader. John, a junior in high 
school, teaches two Sunday School 
classes, and is youth representative to 
the Waukesha council of churches. 


Light Up for Christmas 

Preceding Christmas, leaguers of St. 
Mark’s, Clarksburg, West Virginia, made 
candles and, with bits of evergreen and 
red ribbons, built them into attractive ar- 
rangements. Some were used in the 
church school pageant. Others decorated 
the church on Christmas Eve or were 
delivered to shutins. 
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Here’s Where Part of Our Offerings Go ; 


Each hundred dollars you and your congregation give to the : 
United Lutheran Church for its world-wide benevolence causes { 
in 1957 is divided in the way shown below. It will take more 

than 76,335 hundred dollar bills to do the minimum work 
expected of us, 


I ey LL cry Dee el eves EA Re Sek 


Stewardship Luther Architectural Aid The Lutheran Deaconess 
Education League to Congregations $.66 Training 
(nothing) * $.21 $.45 $1.32 
Press, Radio Social Parish Evangelism Mission Christian 
and TV Missions Education Church-wide Effort Higher 
$1.76 $2.06 $3.13 $3.27 Education 
$3.33 
ULCA Executive National 
Board Actions Lutheran 
$4.93 Covnell 


$5.18 


Emergency Fund Pensions Foreign Home 
Budget Part II for Pastors Missions Missions 
$9.09 $9.85 $23.32 $31.44 


LLA delegation of American youth and overseas guests at 


Camp Onamia, inter-Lutheran retreat, in Minnesota 


Ordass Speaks Freedom 


A glowing personal testimony to 
the faith which sustained him through 
twenty months in prison and six years 
house arrest by the Communists was 
given at the Third Assembly of the 
Lutheran World Federation by Bishop 
Lajos Ordass, primate of the Lutheran 
Church of Hungary. 

In quiet, halting tones, referring to 


Completed 
luminaries are 
an old Spanish 
custom in the 

Southwest. 

Here is 
St. Timothy’s, 
Albuquerque, 
New Mexico. 


himself in the third person, he said: 
“He would like to say how many times 
in his life he has experienced the for- 
giving grace of Jesus Christ. And he 
would like to say that when he was in 
bondage in the most literal sense of 
the word, Christ gave him royal free- 
dom. And what a joy it was to be able 
to experience this freedom.” 

Theme of the Assembly was “Christ 
Frees and Unites.” 


MERGED DM wee 


ADVENT AROUND 
THE WORLD 


by Cynthia Smith, Maryland LL prexy 


N DECEMBER 1, 1956, Wash- 

ington District Luther Leaguers 
of Maryland Synod met at Zion Luth- 
eran Church, Takoma Park, Maryland, 
to enjoy “Advent Celebrated Around 
the World.” The purpose of the social 
was the learning of customs and tradi- 
tions associated with Advent and 
Christmas in other countries. 

Each league in the Washington 
area was assigned a foreign country. 
The league was to represent the coun- 
try through skits, songs, dances, read- 
ings, and food. Countries represented 
were Sweden, Faith Lutheran Church; 
France, Georgetown Lutheran; Mex- 
ico, Holy Comforter; Germany, Hope; 
Italy, Keller; Norway, Luther Place; 
U.S., Redeemer; South America, St. 
Peter’s; Denmark, Reformation; Eng- 
land, Resurrection; Poland, St. An- 


drews; Scotland, St. John’s; Switzer- 
land, St. Luke’s; Bavaria, St. Mark’s 
and Incarnation; and Latvia, St. 
Paul’s. 


Dolls and trinkets from other coun- 
tries served as decorations. A small 
white tree bore miniature national 
flags, obtained through the United 
Nations. 

The social opened with devotions 
and an explanation of the Advent 
wreath. Inga and Irene Steelmacher, 
sisters from Germany, told of German 
customs and sang. A reading of cus- 
toms and legends from Italy was given 
while a skit portrayed the traditions. 
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LATVIAN 
DANCERS 


A unique skit, in full costume, on 
customs in Switzerland was a high- 
light of the social. The Latvian girls 
explained their native costume and 
the student intern at St. Paul’s, who is 
from Latvia, told of Latvian customs. 

Emcee for the evening was Donald 
Sheaffer. He led the group in Christ- 
mas games and square dancing. 

What a variety of refreshments. 
Here are a few items that were served: 
cokes and hot dogs, U.S.; coffee, South 
America; sauerkraut and potato salad, 
Germany; chocolate candy, Denmark; 


cocoa, Sweden; pastry, France; and 
pizza, Italy. 
Approximately 100 people were 


present. Since refreshments were do- 
nated the cost of the event was kept 
at a minimum. Each person contrib- 
uted 35 cents. ) 


Books for reference were: All 
About Christmas, Maymie H. Krythe; 
Christmas Around the World; Christ- 
mas Annual, Ausburg Publishing 
House; Favorite Recipes from the 
United Nations; and Pleasure Chest 
by Helen and Larry Eisenberg. 


MORSELS 


Sixty-one Central Penn synod and 
conference executives met September 
7-8 at Camp Juniata to co-ordinate 
their program for 1958. Ira Sassman, 
representing the synod, spoke to the 
group. The Rev. Charles Chamber- 
lain of Altoona is pastoral advisor. 


Leaguers of Wisconsin traveled to 
Minneapolis for the LWF Youth Rally 
weekend. They participated in a pa- 
rade representing Lutheran youth all 
over the world. Also they participated 
in a mass youth choir which sang at 
a special service. 


Leaguers of First Lutheran Church, 
Nashville, Tenn., were afraid their 
league was losing its “life.” They 
asked Mr. and Mrs. Ollie L. Smith 
to be their advisors. Now they have 
an average of 70-80 coming out for a 


program that lasts from 5:30-9:30 
every Sunday. Sometimes 100 show 
up for the activities. Much of their 
program is service to the church. 
Leaguers act as ushers, acolytes, visit 
shut-ins every week with flowers, and 
sponsor the children’s club program. 


. . ° 


Lutheran World Relief received 1,- 
038,418 pounds of clothing during its 
1957 spring appeal. The most clothing 
was received from Wisconsin—165,- 
840 pounds. Next two highest were 
Illinois, 82,992 pounds; and Pennsyl- 
vania, 70,078 pounds. 


“The Supreme Secret,” new film 
dealing with juvenile delinquency, pre- 
sents an important religious lesson. 
The story is of a juvenile gang in Eng- 
land. Except for Liverpool slum ac- 
cents the fellows might live within 
walking distance of your church. For 
information contact United World 
Films, Inc. (Religious Films Dept.), 
1445 Park Avenue, New York 29, 
Nave 


° 


A Children’s Party was enjoyed tre- 
cently by thirty-five senior leaguers of 
Kimball Memorial, Kannaoplis, N. C. 
Boys in knee pants were hosts to girls 
in short dresses and pigtails. 
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PROBLEM 
CORNER 


immoral friends 


Dear Sir: 

Some of my friends do things quite regularly that | consider 
to be immoral. Yet they are nice friends in their dealings with me. 
When | hint that they’re doing wrong things, they say I’m too con- 
seryative. 

| think they’re trying to win me over to their point of view as 
much as I’m trying to change them. This bothers me very much as 
I’m sure they’re wrong and unChristian. Who is right? 

—Confused 


Dear Confused: 

If you had told me what some of the “wrong things” are that 
your friends do, I’d be better able to answer you. Maybe you are 
too ‘conservative; maybe you’re not; and maybe you’re inconsis- 
tent. But who is to judge? 

There are some things that most all Christians agree are 
wrong for them to do. Murder, adultery, slander, etc.—practically 
anything that is motivated by feelings of hate or disregard of others. 

There are other things that some Christians consider to be 
wrong and other Christians think are OK. The differences of opinion 


often come from the way we've been brought up, how we interpret 
the Bible, our experiences and the way they've turned out. 

Questions of clothing: how much is decent? when? where? 
Questions of truth: even if it hurts? degrades? isn’t necessary to 
present? Questions of sex: single? engaged? married? age? place? 
custom?—all these and many others have been argued by sincere 
people over thousands of years. 

People are usually all too ready to assume that what they 
think is common custom must also be morally right. Many of our 
most cherished notions would be unsettled if we moved to other 
countries. And what about other planets? 


AN OPEN MIND 


The best thing for you to do is to re-evaluate your own posi- 
tions constantly. Find your own standard of morality—in the best 
Christian way you can, and for yourself, stick to it so long as you 
believe it. Change it as you grow. 

In evaluating the morals of others, try to see their motives— 
selfish or altruistic. And check the results—harmful or beneficial or 
neither. 

Now, if you’re convinced your friends are doing serious wrong, 
you have a choice. Leave them, so they won’t convert you, or try 
to win them over. 

Winning people over isn’t easy. Humbly living the good ex- 
ample is the best way. If your light is shining sincerely and in 
love, they'll see it. They may not change, but at least you've given 
them the choice. Arguments rarely help. Even on an intellectual 
level their effectiveness is questionable, 

Real humility is most easily attained if you remember that 
in God's perfection, your own frequent inadequacies aren’t appre- 
ciably closer to perfect goodness than are your friends more obvious 
errors, 

But keep trying and evaluating. The Christian never works 
alone. 


. Questions submitted to PROBLEM CORNER need not be signed. An- 
swers are given by various people. 


Address your problems to PROBLEM CORNER, LUTHER LIFE, 1228 
Spruce St., Philadelphia 7, Penna, 
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I ARRIVED in Center City around 
45.30 in the evening. It was my first 
‘rip to Center City at Christmas. I 
was anxious to see the town’s means 
of celebrating. After all, each city and 
“own has its own particular customs. 
- I left the train station and walked 
bast the crowded department stores— 
perhaps I should say—pushed my way 
ast the department stores. The lamp 
»osts along the street were decorated 
with red and green streamers. And 
white stars at the top flashed on and 
off. 

Then I saw it—the center square 

monument with the four Christmas 
pettings. I studied each one carefully. 
' said to myself, ‘Here is a town that 
eally knows what Christmas means.” 
At the front of the monument there 
mwas a manger scene. At the side was 
«church interior, with an illuminated 
‘ross in front of a large painting of 
‘Christ. A record-player was producing 
mymns. At the back of the monument 
here was a family scene. There was a 
‘Christmas tree and gifts. But the most 
impressive thing was the fact that the 
Family had stopped in their Christmas 
merriment to remember what Christ- 
mas means—they were praying. At the 
Fourth scene a group of wise men car- 
tied gifts to the Baby King. I walked 
ea the monument once more. 
‘Man, here’s a town that really sees the 
Spiritual side of Christmas. It must 
De nice to live in a place like this. 
_ Then I began to wonder. I wonder- 
ed if the people hurrying by paid any 
attention to these religious scenes of 
the Christmas spirit. Maybe they just 
sush by. Maybe they merely think its 
retty. Maybe they think of it as a 
Hisplay. Just what do people in Center 
ity think of Christmas? 


a 
\ 


lights 


and tinsel 


is there anything 


behind the 


decorations? 


by SUSAN WYATT 
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Two women stopped near me. They 
looked at the manger scene. Both were 
tired. They had been shopping. 

“Oh I dread the coming of Christ- 
mas,” one woman said. ‘Every year 
it’s the same. It means so much work.” 

“Yes, I guess there is extra work 
involved,” the other replied. “But I 
enjoy the excitement of my children 
as Christmas Eve draws nearer.” 

“But think of all the things you 
have to do—baking, decorating, shop- 


ping, and wrapping presents. It’s so 
tiring.” 
he second woman smiled. “Yes, 


it is tiring. But I’m as happy as my 
children when J hear their laughter 
on Christmas Day. I forget my tired 
feeling completely. Then it’s worth the 
extra work.” 

The shopper who had spoken first 
retorted, “You may be right. But 
doesn’t it seem that the crowds are 
heavier this year than last ?”’ 

Her friend laughingly said, ° 
they just seem to be!” 

The women left and I oie across 
the square. As I paused in front of 
the drug store to study the wise men 
scene from a distance, I saw a work- 
man on a ladder. He was replacing a 
bulb in the long chain of lights radiat- 
ing from the monument. I walked 
over to him as he climbed down. 

“Pardon me,” I said, “did you put 
up these displays ?” 

He looked surprised but muttered 
something about having helped. | 
asked him more about it. Finally he 
opened up and told me what he 
thought about the whole business— 
lights, green pines in the lamp bowls, 
the monument scenes, and Christmas 
in general. This is what he said: 

“Sure I’ve been working on these 


‘I guess 
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displays. Same old thing every year. 
But it’s a job. Can’t blame a man for 
wanting a little extra work now and 
then. People get a big kick out of 
Christmas and all the stuff that goes 
with it. As far as I’m concerned, it 
means decorations and work. 

“I suppose there are people who 
believe this hokum about the birthday 
of a King. It’s a good racket and 
money flows fast. To me the whole 
display here on the square is make- 
believe. Sure, people fall for it. They 
never catch on. They think they go 
for it, but they’re just getting bally- 
hooed into it by stuff like this. It 
makes them tired. It makes me tired 
too. Of course, there’s money in it 
so I can’t complain. Money’s a good 
thing to have around. As long as it’s 
around, I'll be around. 

“Well, I see another bulb burned 
out. Better put a new one in. I can't 
talk to you all night. My work’s got 
to get done!” 

He folded up his ladder and walked 
off. I thought to myself, “Maybe that’s 
the attitude everyone has. But they 
can’t all feel that way. This guy must 
be an exception.” I decided to walk 
up Fifth Street to ask someone else. 

Everyone was pushing. Some had 
packages under their arms. Some wom- 
en carried babies and bundles. I saw 
a man put down a large bundle to 
rest. I walked over to him. “Doing 
some Christmas buying?’ I asked. 

“Christmas buying? You bet!’ he 
replied. “Got a flock of presents— 
family, friends, the boss. You know. 
It’s really good to have times in the 
year to remember others. Of course, 
they remember me too. It’s the spirit 
of the thing that really counts. Think 
of the turnover of merchandise, 

| 


Speeds up our economy right down 
ithe line.” 

He began to talk faster and louder. 
“A lot of people talk about commer- 
‘cialism at Christmas, but how else can 
you buy things for other people with- 
‘out having commercialism? We were 
‘arguing about that at work today. One 
man said he was going to be more 
careful about buying Christmas pres- 
vents this year. He was going to think 
more about the meaning of Christmas. 
He said, ‘Christmas has become so 
commercialized.’ 

“We sure pounced on him. Imag- 
ine! Think more of the meaning! I 
said to him, ‘And I suppose if I’m 
kind enough to give things to others 
(which I do every year) I’m commer- 
‘cializing Christmas’? Do you know 
what he answered? ‘Giving presents 
‘Is good but the meaning behind it is 
more important.’ 

“That was his point. First he says 
don’t give presents. Then he says it’s 
all right. Now he doesn’t make sense. 
It's people like that that ruin Christ- 
mas. Commercialism is part of Christ- 
mas—just like trees and mistletoe. 
You can’t get away from it!” 

His voice became lighter as he said, 
“And how I love the Christmas spirit. 

My kids will want me to read “The 
Night Before Christmas.’ You know— 
the one that goes, “Twas the night 
before Christmas and all through the 
house...’ Yes sir, my kids know what 
the Christmas spirit is. And look at 
all these people—they’re busy. They’re 
hurrying. They like it. They've got 
the Christmas spirit. Old Santa won't 
find them napping. He won't find me 
napping either. Oh, I might gripe a 
little now and then about the crowds. 

I don’t mean it really.” 


As he walked away he called back 
over his shoulder, “Santa comes but 
once a year, you know. That’s the 
Christmas spirit!” 

Poor fellow. He hadn't the slight- 
est idea of the true meaning of Christ- 
mas. Fuss and excitement, enthusiasm, 
but no real understanding of the mean- 
ing of Christmas. And he was dis- 
gusted because someone in the office 
tried to tell him about it. It was: dis- 
heartening. He was missing so much. 

I guess I wasn’t looking where I 
was going, thinking about this other 
man, and I ran into the cheeriest per- 
son I had seen all day. 

“Excuse me.” 

“Excuse me,” I apologized. “It was 
my fault. I wasn’t watching where I 
was going.” 

The other man laughed. “Guess 
you're pretty lucky if you bump into 
only one person in this crowd.” 

This man was smiling. It made him 
almost unique. I had a sudden inspira- 
tion to ask him what he thought of all 
this rush. I told him my impression 
of the madonna and Child, the church 
scene, the family, and the wise men. 
I asked whether the people of Center 
City were so used to the scenes that 
they no longer appreciated them. He 
looked wistful for a moment. Then 
he answered. He spoke slowly. 

“Well ... I like it,” he said. “You 
see, there’s so much to do around the 
Christmas season—well, sometimes 
I’m liable to forget what Christmas 
is all about. So I come down here to 
the square to remind myself. Some- 
times I wonder if we don’t spend too 
much time sending cards, buying pres- 
ents, and trimming trees, and forget 
what's behind it all. 

“Take that woman over there for 
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example.’ He indicated a nearby shop- 
per. “Look at the expression on her 
face. Grim determination to buy all 
the presents tonight or die trying. By 
the time she finishes her shopping she 
will hate everyone on her list.” He 
turned to me. ““Does she ever think of 
the fact that she’s celebrating God's 
gift to mankind—a gift of unselfish 
love? I doubt it.” 

He pointed to the street decorations. 
“Those twinkling stars on the poles. 
Do people think of the star that shone 
over Bethlehem almost 3000 years 
ago? There are a lot of people who 
miss completely the point of these 
decorations—and the point of Christ- 
mas, as far as that goes.” 

“Then you think Center City should 
not be decorated?” I asked. 

“No,” he replied, “that’s not what 
I mean. There must be other people 
in Center City who feel as I do. It’s 
nice to think that here and there,’ he 
motioned to the milling crowd as he 
spoke “in all this crowd, every once 
in a while someone stops to think of 
the wise men and the church, and the 
Holy Family. I like to think that some 
of these people take time from their 
hurry-scurry to thank God for his gift. 
Sometimes I feel like shouting the 
words of the hymn writer: ‘O hush 
the noise, ye men of strife, and hear 
the angels sing.’ ”’ 


He spoke more slowly again. ‘‘Per- 
haps if the citizens of all the countries 
of the world would hush this Christ- 
mas we would be able to find peace on 
earth. After all, I guess when men 
talk too much, they can even drown 
out angels.” 

Now here is a man who knows what 
Christmas is all about. He understands 
it. I guess he’s right. Perhaps here and 
there throughout Center City there are 
people who do think of the Christ 
Child, who do remember the stories of 
Mary and Joseph and Jesus. If this 
were true the Christmas scenes are 
worthwhile. In Center City there are 
people who understand that Christ- 
mas is the time when we thank God 
again for His revelation of himself 
to us. 

Those who remember the meaning 
of Jesus’ birth this Christmas will have 
more than bright lights and cards and 
presents and Christmas trees and mon- 
ument displays. For those who have 
ears to hear, there will be the sound 
of the voices of angels: Glory to God 
in the highest and on earth peace to 
men of good will. 

Perhaps there never will be univer- 
sal peace. But those who are followers 
of Jesus can find this Christmas, peace 
which the world cannot give—and 
which the world can never take away. 


Dale—tThere was the prettiest girl at the picnic. Every 
time | looked at her, she was eating hot dogs and watching 


me. (Sigh.) 


Gayle—Maybe you had the mustard! 


—tTeens. 


Sign in window of St, Louis reducing specialist: What 


have you got to lose? 
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Nothing could be more appropriate than a Christmas carol guiz, So here’s a 
test of your knowledge. As you'll notice, only the second line of the first stanza 
1S given in each case, which means it’s your job to Supply the all-important open- 
ing line. For every title line you fill in correctly, give yourself 10 points. If you 
can score 80 or better, there’s not much question as to your knowled ge of Yule 


hymnology. Turn page upside down to check the answers. 


Bearing gifts we traverse afar... 
—John H. Hopkins. 


NIP EM ANPS Peck ae ere er I rein a, 3 Zs 
O Come ye, O come ye to Beth- 
lehem! r l 
—Old Latin Carol. caro 
MMR A ne EN Mt use Site S 
All is calm, all is bright .. . quiz 
—Joseph Mobr. 
Doky ers Saree: ee 
“Glory to the new-born King . . 
—Charles Wesley. 
4 ANSWELS 
All seated on the ground £55 
—Nahum Tate. 
Dp, 8 oot Ae ae ge gem ane ae 
Let earth receive Her King. 
—Isaac Watts. aw JuatiCQ {oO sdury aasgt aA, ‘OL 
OS GES sb tie coer cE rete nee eesti ae “P2q 
That glorious song of old... v 40f{ gtsd ou ‘saduru v ut dvny “6 
—Edmund Hamilton Sears. Avs pip sjasuv aqs [20N uf ag, ‘8 
si magoarqiag {o umoz aptitt O 'L 
: How sll abe ee ee lie! Bert Wwajd gsiupiu aqy uodu aups qT “9 
ane : aod 
—Phillips Brooks. 1 poy agi jpyon ogi ot kof °c 
Bh ob Gs CARs es oD qqsiu aq sy¥sopf 
Was to certain poor shepherds, wags pogrom spsagdegs alg Al ‘F 
i 1% LOE. (EGE (A LEAGS -ALY 
in fields as they lay .. . Suis syakuv pywsag agi ‘x4MH °€ 
—Old English Carol. igsiu djog ‘1gs1u yuatts TZ 
9 jubg dun pur 
‘The little Lord Jesus laid down 1#{hol ‘nfquw{ ak yp ‘euor O 1 
{ His sweet head... 
: —Martin Luther. 
LC) Smet rae Pb Aiwasare iia (c-e lorie, emere arabs 


Reprinted with permission from 
December 1951 issue of ONE 


magazine. Copyright 1955. 
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THE FIRST CHRISTMAS SALE 


BTS 


Gr 


THE CHRISTMA iipg 


by ELEANOR S. DIVELY 


health 


for sale 


TB or 
not TB 


The post master laughed at the 
idea. Business men said she would 
fail. Prettier seals were for sale 
at a tenth of the cost. Besides, 
whoever heard of raising money a 
penny at a time. Each setback 
made Emily Bissell work harder. 


PPD INI SIV IN INIVS 


It’s Christmas. A shining ball on 
the Christmas tree reflects the jovial 
face of Santa Claus. A second orna- 
ment catches in its mirror surface the 
delight in the eyes of a little girl. 

You can’t see the presents tucked 
under the tree. But you know Santa 
has put them there—the things she 
wants and the things she needs. 

This is the design of the 1957 
Christmas Seals of the National Tu- 
berculosis Association. The fifty-first 
edition goes on sale November 15 
throughout the United States. 

The stamps, designed by Clinton 
Bradley, free-lance artist from Phila- 
delphia, come in sets of two. On one 
stamp the face of Santa is seen re- 
flected in a red ball. The evergreen 
boughs are dark because it is night 
when he arrives. On the second seal 
a silver ball reflects the face of a little 
gitl. The background of this seal has 
all the brightness of Christmas morn- 
ing. The seals, alternating, carry the 
message, “Christmas Greetings.” 

We need to turn back the clock only 
fifty years to find the beginnings of 
the story behind the U.S. Christmas 
Seal. Your parents or grandparents 
may remember those days. For cen- 
turies TB had caused more deaths 


LOLOL LALA LANL OL ILO LLIN IOI ILI II INN LOIN LIN INIOLOLILNI, 


25 


than any other disease. Most people 
believed there was no cure for tubercu- 
losis. 


The Predicament 


Near the end of 1907 it seemed that 
the Brandywine Shack, TB hospital 
near Wilmington, Delaware, would 
have to be closed. There was no money 
to continue the work. 

Just as all hope seemed gone one 
of the doctors, Joseph Wales, thought 
of his cousin, Emily Bissell, secretary 
of the Delaware branch of the Amer- 
ican Red Cross and on the editorial 
staff of the Outlook. To her Dr. Wales 
told his story, ending: 

Well, Emily, see what you can do. 
We're down to our last dollar. Unless 
$300 can be raised somehow, the poor 
patients will have to be sent home to 
die... and perhaps to spread the 
disease to other people. I hope you'll 
find a way. You've got to help us. 

Miss Bissell agreed to help. But 
how in the world was she to raise 
money for a cause in which few people 
had faith ? 

Then she remembered a magazine 
article she had read—an article about 
a post office worker in Denmark. He 
had printed Christmas stamps to sell 
for Christmas mailing. The money was 
to be used for sick and needy children. 
Some of the stamps had come across 
the Atlantic on mail to the U.S. 

If Denmark could fight disease with 
Christmas stamps, Delaware, U.S.A., 
could do the same. Why not a Christ- 
mas seal to raise $300 for the Brandy- 
wine Shack? 

Miss Bissell set to work without de- 
lay. Christmas 1907 was near. There 
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was much to be done—no time to be 
lost. 

Would the Red Cross sponsor the 
seal sale? No, but it would allow its 
name to be used. Could the seals be 
sold at regular stamp windows in the 
post office? No, but they might be 
Sold in the lobby. 

Each setback made Emily Bissell 
work harder. She drew the design for 
the first Christmas seal herself—a 
wreath of holly with the greeting, 
“Merty Christmas.” Two friends 
loaned money to start. A printer sup- 
plied 50,000 of the bright red and 
green stamps on credit. Volunteer 
workers put the stamps in small en- 
velopes. On these envelopes were 
several phrases—among them: “These 
stamps will not carry any kind of mail 
but any kind of mail will carry them.” 

Several weeks before the holidays 
the sale of these first Christmas seals 


began in the Wilmington post office. . 


Miss Bissell, herself bought the first 
seals. 

Everyone stopped to look. Some 
bought. The stamps weren't selling 
fast enough. Miss Bissell knew some- 
thing more would have to be done if 
the $300 was to be raised. 


Newspaper Aid 


She boarded the train for Philadel- 
phia. Perhaps the city’s leading news- 
paper North American, would print 
something about what she was trying 
to do. 

Another setback. The newspaper- 
man she talked to was polite but sorry. 
He could not see any tie-up between 
“Merry Christmas” and the worst of 
all diseases. 


Miss Bissell started out of the of- | 


fice, discouraged. On the way she stop- 

_ ped to see a member of the newspaper 
staff whose writings she liked. Leigh 
Mitchell Hodges asked her her errand. 
She showed him the bright red and 
green seals and told him her story. 

This is the way Mr. Hodges himself 
tells what happened: 

. what he saw wasn’t a piece of 
pinholed paper, but a sort of flaming 
banner to head the fight against a 
dread foe. Half snatching it... he 
took the stairs two at a time, and 
barged into the office of the editor-in- 
chief. 

“Here's a way to wipe out tubercu- 
losis!” he slammed the the sheet of 
Seals on the big desk. 

“What do you mean?” asked the 

_ Surprised editor. 

“Just what I said! Look at them— 
just a penny apiece. You and I both 

_ know the way to fight this plague is 
to let everyone know it can be pre- 
vented and cured. And here's the way 
to do it—within reach of everyone. 
What a slogan! STAMP OUT TU- 
BERCULOSIS!”’ 

_ “But where are they from: Who's 
back of them?” The editor picked 
them up and thought for a minute. 

Then, “Tell Miss Bissell this news- 

paper is hers for the holidays. Drop 
what you're doing and give this your 
whole time. Take all the space you 
need—and ask her to send us 50,000 
of these stamps tomorrow.” 

More seals were printed. Mr. 
Hodges and the newspaper went into 
action. The President of the United 
‘States, the Chief Justice of the Su- 
preme Court and the speaker of the 
House of Representatives all approved 
the Seal Sale. Heads of religious and 
other. organizations gave their support. 


The Sale 


The day the seals were placed on 
sale in the newspaper office in Phila- 
delphia, Miss Bissell and Mr. Hodges 
watched the people come to buy. 

The door opened. In came a ragged 
little newsboy. He was thin and his 
clothes were dirty. He reached up to 
the counter and put down a penny. 
Then he said, “Gimme one—me sis- 
tense eOt ity 

Miss Bissell said Mr. Hodges knew 
the sale would be a success. The Christ- 
mas Seal had made a ragged newsboy 
believe something could be done about 
TB—and had given him a chance to 
help. Other people would come to be- 
lieve in the Crusade against AB, too. 

They were right. Instead of the 
hoped-for $300, the first Seal Sale 
raised $3,000 in Pennsylvania and 
Delaware. The Brandywine Shack was 
saved. More important, a way of fight- 
ing the killer TB had been found—a 
way for all to share in learning and 
doing something about the disease. 


Something Can Be Done 

In 1908 and 1909 the American 
Red Cross sponsored the sale across 
the nation. In 1910 the National Tu- 
berculosis Association was invited to 
join the forces with the Red Cross in 
the Seal Sale. By 1920 the NTA could 
carry on alone, with the bright red 
double-barred cross as the emblem of 
the crusade against tuberculosis. 

Each year since 1907 more people 
have spent their pennies for Christmas 
seals. These pennies have grown into 
millions of dollars. Over the years 
these dollars have proved that some- 
thing can be done about TB. 


Qi, 


Paul Weinlader 


concert pianist 


by SISTER VELMA POMRENKE 


“Won't you play something before 
you leave?” 

“Of course. I’d be happy to.” 

Nineteen-year-old Paul Weinlader 
sat down at the piano, arranged im- 
aginary tails, and made himself com- 
fortable on the bench. His fingers 
paused momentarily over the keys— 
then plunged into the music. Notes 
tumbled over one another in rapid but 
orderly succession. A smile played 
around his lips but his eyes were in- 
tent. When he finished, music re- 
sounded throughout the room. 

The quiet, reserved young man with 
the talent for the piano is a member 
of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Tea- 
neck, New Jersey. His grandfather 
was a pastor in the Lutheran Church 
—Missouri Synod and his father is 
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active at St. Paul’s. Paul uses his talent 
to serve the church by appearing in 
sacred concerts. 

Music has been Weinlader’s world. 
Naturally, his goal is a concert stage. 
He began his piano training at five 
years of age, gave his first concert at 
Teaneck High School at the age of 
10, and four years later presented a 
recital at New York Town Hall. The 
New York Times said of the 14-year- 
old youth; “A remarkable perform- 
ance, one that bespeaks a distinguished 
career. 

In April of 1957, Carnegie Hall was 
opened to Weinlader. After his con- 
cert, the ‘““Musical Courier’ wrote “He 
played the sonata with the delicate 
surface brilliance that Steuben glass 
displays glowing in a dark showcase. 
When he can relax and communicate 
without fear the music as he knows it 
and feels it, his career, now well be- 
yond the stage of promise, may reach 
a really impressive fulfillment.” 

Although 19-year-old concert pian- 
ists are rare, Weinlader feels perfectly 
normal about his talent. “I have this 
particular talent where others have 
talents along other lines,” he re- 
marks. 

The youth’s love for music includes 
more than just classical composition. 
He is fond of certain types of popular 
music. Someday he hopes to do some 
composing. 

Outside the musical realm, Wein- 
lader enjoys hiking, roller skating, 
baseball—along with social and folk 
dancing. 

What are his plans for the future? 
The young pianist isn’t sure. He prob- 
ably will attend a school of music in 
New York for the next four years to 
develop his God-given talent. 
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1957 INDEX 


The pages containing the 1957 Index have been placed in the 
center of LUTHER LIFE in order that, by opening the staples, you 
may remove and file them. Of course the entire magazine may 
be filed with other copies. A complete index for all issues of 
LUTHER LIFE will be published during one of the summer months. 
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HE FIRST candle in the Advent wreath had been snuffed at St. Peter’s, 

Shepherdstown, W.Va. Equipped with a pack of notebook paper, 
pencils, and reference books, the senior Luther Leaguers sat down to pro- 
duce the script for a worship-pageant designed for chancel presentation 
at Vespers on the Festival of the Nativity. Within range were their pastor, 
their advisor, and the choir director. A gallon of hot chocolate and a tray 
of ham sandwiches later, the group had come forth with a draft of “From 
Heaven High,” a dramatization of Martin Luther’s 16th century hymn. 


from heaven high 


a Christmas pageant 
in the tableaux form 


The recorder’s notes read: Open with Bach's arrangement of “From 
Heaven High.” Pageant will be climaxed with the singing of “Glory to 
God in the Highest’ with trumpet obligato. Phrases from title hymn to 
caption the seven tableaux. 


Costumed characters in tableaux: Isatah, Uriah, Zacharias, children who 
walk in darkness, angels of the Lord, the Blessed Virgin, Joseph, Elizabeth 
the mother of John the Baptist, women in the hill country, girl with a rose, 
boy with a lamb, shepherds, wisemen, modern child, and children of light. 


Vested verse choir, seated at right side of nave, to carry continuity. 
Readings from the Bible by single voice. Introits and graduals read antiphon- 
ally by two groups of voices, light and dark. Church choir in the choir loft. 
Tableaux posed within the chancel. Spotlights to draw congregation's atten- 
tion from one set to another. Blackouts will serve as curtains. 


The presentation of ‘From Heaven High,” according to Rev. John M. 
Grissinger, Jr., gave an opportunity for 100 Lutherans to take part in the 
revelation of the Christmas story. However, he pointed out, the pageant 
can be as simple or as elaborate as the director may wish. Three narrators 
can perform the function of the verse choir; a soloist or quartet can provide 
the musical setting. Well-known hymns from the Common Service Book 
can be substituted for any unfamiliar carols. Simple tableaux are very 
effective. It would be quite possible for fifteen Luther Leaguers to present. | 
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FROM HEAVEN HIGH 
Music— ‘From Heaven High,” arrangement by J. S. Bach 


TABLEAU 1—"“He Will Himself Your Saviour Be” 
(Isaiah speaking to the people who walk in darkness. Dim light and dark 
costumes.) 
First Group: Unto Thee, O Lord, do I lift up my soul: O my God, I 
trust in Thee. 
SECOND GRouP: Let me not be ashamed: let not mine enemies triumph over 
me. 
First Group: Yea, let none that wait on Thee: be ashamed. 
SECOND GROUP: Show me Thy ways, O Lord: teach me Thy paths. 
BoTH: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghost: as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen. 
SINGLE VOICE: (reads Isaiah 9: 2-7) 
First Group: All they that wait for thee shall not be ashamed, O Lord. 
SECOND GRouP: Show me Thy ways, O Lord: teach me Thy paths. 
BoTH: Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 
SECOND GRouP: Show us Thy mercy, O Lord: and grant us Thy salvation. 
BoTH: Hallelujah! 
Music—'Lo, How a Rose,’ M. Praetorius 


THE ORIGINAL CAST 


TABLEAU 2—‘From a Chosen Maid” 


(Mary hearing the angel’s pronouncement.) 


First GROUP: 


SECOND GROUP: 


First GROUP: 
BoTH: 

SINGLE VOICE: 
First GROUP: 
SECOND GROUP: 


BotH: 
SECOND GROUP: 


BOTH: 


All the rich among the people shall entreat Thy favor: she 
shall be brought unto the King in raiment of needle-work. 
Her companions shall be brought unto Thee: with gladness 
and rejoicing. 

My heart speaks of a good matter: I speak of the things 
which I have done concerning the King. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghost: as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be 
world without end. Amen. 

(reads Luke 1: 26-38) 

Out of Zion, the most beautiful, God hath shined: our God 
shall come. 

Gather my saints together unto me: all those that have 
made a covenant with me by sacrifice. 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

Our feet will stand within Thy gates: O Jerusalem. 
Hallelujah! 


Masic—'The Annunciation,” Spanish carol 


TABLEAU 3—"T Must Tell You All and Sing” 


(Mary greets her cousin Elizabeth and a group of hill women.) 


First GROUP: 


SECOND GROUP: 


BoTH: 


SINGLE VOICE: 
FIRST GROUP: 


SECOND GROUP: 


BoTH: 


SECOND GROUP: 


BOTH: 


Daughter of Zion: behold thy salvation cometh. The Lord 
shall cause His glorious voice to be heard: and ye shall have 
gladness of heart. 

Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel: Thou that leadest Joseph 
like a flock. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghost: as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be 
world without end. Amen. 

(reads Luke 1: 39-55) 

Thou that dwellest among the Cherubim, shine forth: stir 
up Thy strength and come. 

Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel: Thou that leadest Joseph 
like a flock. 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

Stir up Thy Strength: and come and save us. 

Hallelujah! 


Music—" Magnificat,” a plain song 
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TABLEAU 4—“Here Lies a Prince and Lord of All’ 


(Manger scene. Virgin Mary looking with adoration at manger. Joseph 
at her side. Light from manger.) 


First GROUP: 
SECOND GROUP: 
BoTH: 

SINGLE VOICE: 
First GROUP: 


BotH: 
SECOND GROUP: 


BOTH: 
Music—Slumber Song of the Infant Jesus,” 


TABLEAU 5 


The Lord hath said unto me, thou art my Son: this day 
have I begotten Thee. 

The Lord reigneth, He is clothed with majesty: the Lord 
is clothed with strength, wherewith He hath girded Himself. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghost: as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be 
world without end. Amen. 

(Luke 2: 1-14) 

The Lord said unto my Lord, sit Thou at My right hand: 
until I make Thine enemies Thy footstool. 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

The Lord hath said unto me, Thou art My son: 
have I begotten Thee. 

Hallelujah! 


this day 


French carol 


—'Whom in the Manger Do You Seek?” 


(Shepherds, kneeling at manger.) 


Music—'Slumber Song of the Infant Jesus,” 


First GROUP: 


SECOND GROUP: 


First GROUP: 


BOTH: 


SINGLE VOICE: 
First GROUP: 


SECOND GROUP: 


] 


BOTH: 
SECOND GROUP: 


BoTH: 
Music— Lay Down Y our Staffs,” 


a French carol 


Thy testimonies are very sure: holiness becometh Thine 
House, O Lord, forever. 

Thy throne is established of old: Thou art from everlasting. 
_The Lord reigneth, He is clothed with majesty: the Lord is 
“clothed with strength, wherewith he hath girded Himself. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghost: as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be 
world without end. Amen. 

(Luke 2: 15-19) 

All the ends of the earth haye seen the salvation of our God: 
make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all the earth. 

The Lord hath made known his salvation: His righteousness 
hath he openly showed in the sight of the heathen. 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

O come, let us sing unto the Lord: let us worship and bow 
down before Him. 

Hallelujah ! 

a French carol 
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TABLEAU 6—"The Velvet and the Silken Ruff’ 
(The wisemen, offering gifts before the manger.) 


First Group: Behold the Lord, the Ruler, hath come; and the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory are in His hand. 
SECOND Group: Give the King Thy judgments, O God: and Thy righteous- 
ness unto the King’s Son. 
BotH: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghost: as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be 
world without end. Amen. 
SINGLE VOICE: (Matthew 2: 1-12) 
First Group: All they from Sheba shall come; they shall bring gold and 
incense: and they shall show forth the praises of the Lord. 
SECOND GrouP: Arise and shine, O Jerusalem: for the glory of the Lord is 
risen upon Thee. 
BotH: Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 
SECOND GrouP: We have seen His star in the East: and we have come with 
our gifts to worship the Lord. 
BoTH: Hallelujah! 
Music—'O How Beautiful the Sky,’ Danish carol 


TABLEAU 7—“With All the Shepherds Let Us Go” 


(Manger scene with shepherds and wisemen. The tableau becomes animated 


and the angel speaks:) 


From heaven high I come to earth. I bring you tidings of great worth. 
This night is such a wondrous thing that I must tell you all and sing. 

A little child for you this morn has from a chosen maid been born, 

A little child so tender, sweet, that yours is joy from head to feet. 

He is the Christ, our God indeed, who saves you all in every need. 

He will himself your Saviour be, from all wrong doing make you free. 
He brings you every one to bliss. The heavenly Father sees to this. 

You shall be here with us on high. Here shall you live and never die. 
Look now, you children, at the sign, a manger cradle clean and fine. 

A tiny baby you will see. Upholder of the world is he. 

(A child, who has been sitting in the front pew, walks into chancel followed 
by a group of children, and speaks:) 

How glad we'll be if it is so! With all the shepherds let us go 

To see what God for us has done in sending us his own dear Son. 

Look, look my heart, and let me peek. Whom in the manger do you seek? 
Who is that lovely little one? The Baby Jesus, God’s own Son. 

Be welcome, Lord; be now our guest. By you we sinners have been blessed. 
In nakedness and cold you lie. How can I thank you—How can I? 

O Lord, who made and molded all, how did you come to be so small 
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That you should lie on grass and weed, where cows and oxen come to feed? 
And if the world were twice as wide, with gold and precious jewels inside, 
Still such a cradle would not do to hold a babe as great as you. 

The velvet and the silken ruff, for these the hay is good enough, 


Here lies a prince and Lord of all, a king within a donkey’ s 


stall. 


You wanted so to make me know that you had let all great things go. 
- You had a palace in the sky; you left it there for such as I. 
O dear Lord Jesus, for your head now will I make the softest bed. 
- The room wherein this bed shall be is deep within the heart of me. 
- I can play the whole day long. I'll dance and sing for you a song, 
A soft and soothing lullaby, so sweet that you will never cry. 
(The angel and the child speak together:) 
To God who sent his only Son be glory, laud, and honor done. 
Let all the choir of heaven rejoice, the birth ring in with heart and voice. 


Music—"Glory to God in the Highest,” 
He shall feed his flock like a Shepherd: 
He shall gather the lambs with his arm, and carry them in 


SINGLE VOICE: 
First GROUP 


Pergolesi 


his bosom, and shall gently lead those that are with young. 


SECOND GROUP: 
BoTH: 

First GROUP: 
SECOND GROUP 


And all the children shall be taught of the Lord: 

And great shall be the peace of Thy children. 

For ye shall go out with joy and be led forth with peace: 
The mountains and the hills shall break forth before you 


into singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their 


hands. 

Music—‘Nunc Dimittis,”’ 
FirsT GROUP: 
SECOND GROUP 
Music— ‘Peace on Earth,” 


Common Service Book 

The Lord will give strength unto his people. 
The Lord will bless his people with peace. 
Slovak carol 


LUTHERAN 
COLLEGES 


Carthage College, Carthage, Ill. 
|Gettysburg College, Gettysburg, Pa. 
Hartwick College, Oneonta, N. Y. 
Lenoir Rhyne College, Hickory, N. C. 
Marion College, Marion, Virginia 
Midland College, Fremont, Nebr. 
Muhlenberg College, Allentown, Pa. 


BE AN EARLY BIRD 


Plan now for your college education 
Apply early for admission 


THE BOARD OF HIGHER EDUCATION 
The United Lutheran Church in America 
2633 Sixteenth Street, Northwest 
Washington 9, D. C. 


Newberry College, Newberry, S. C. 
Roanoke College, Salem, Va. 

Susquehanna University, Selinsgrove, Pa. 
Thiel College, Greenville, Pa. 

Wagner Lutheran College, Staten Island, N. Y. 
Waterloo College, Waterloo, Ont., Canada 
Wittenberg College, Springfield, Ohio 


41 


serving a life sentence in prison 
this inmate paints a smiling Christ 


the 
“Old timer” 


OMEWHERE within the walls of 

Florida State Prison at Raiford, a 
former alcoholic is devoting his free 
moments to spreading the good news 
of a ‘‘smiling’’ Christ. 

Known to the outside world simply 
as the ‘‘Old-timer,’”’ this once respected 
artist is now serving a life sentence 
for four convictions of buying liquor 
with worthless checks. 

His personal story begins like the 
stories of many other consecrated 
Christians—with prayer. Feeling un- 
happy about his situation and realizing 
that he had done little with the life 
which God had given him, he began 
praying in his cell, asking for Divine 
guidance. 

Guidance came. He became aware 
that although he was locked up, away 
from his fellowmen, there was still a 
possibility of serving. The Old-timer 
felt encouraged. And to help others 
achieve this feeling that all is not lost, 
he began painting portraits of Christ 
with a soft smile of encouragement. 
The cheerful smile on the face of 
Christ expresses for the artist the in- 
ner joy he feels at having found his 
way into the church. 
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Word of the Old-timer’s efforts 
soon leaked out of Raiford. Almost 
immediately an art museum in Jack- 
sonville offered to exhibit the paint- 
ings for three weeks. The artist de- 
cided that the paintings should be 
given to Alcoholics Anonymous to ex- 
hibit. It was agreed that the artist’s 
name would not be revealed. 

Since that day more than 300 of 
his portraits of the cheerful Christ 
have been completed and given with- 
out cost to churches of many denomi- 
nations, to prayer groups, missions, 
convents and worthy individuals 
throughout the world. With a grow- 
ing list of more than 6,000 requests 
for his work, the artist refuses to ac- 
cept any form of payment for his oil 
paintings. He provides all of his ma- 
terials from a modest income and from 
the sale of an occasional water color 
scene when his funds run low. 

Says warden Chapman, ‘The mount- 
ing flood of mail which comes here 
to Raiford from people all over the 
world who have heard about the Old- 
timer or have seen his paintings is 
evidence of the truly great contribu- 
tion this man is making toward ad- 
vancing the cause of Christianity. And 
I attribute our own rising rate of at- 
tendance at religious services in no 
small measure to his work.” 

“TI don’t want my name used be- 
cause I am not seeking personal ac- 
claim,” he explains. “I don’t want 
people to talk about the painter of 
Christ smiling. I want them to talk 
about Christ.” 


Christmas 
music box 


let men their 


songs employ 


by CLARENCE LUND 


director of Parish Education, 
Northwest Synod, ULC 


Young Adult—12 


Christmas carols are songs that have 
retained their value and attraction 
down through the years. Long after 
we are silent, the world will continue 
to sing them. For centuries the Christ- 
mas music box has repeated these 
songs—songs which put to music the 
yearning and hope of human hearts. 

Any genuine Christmas carol is a 
response to the coming of God 
through Christ into the world. The 
best artistic efforts in music and poetry 
have been devoted to singing this 
story. 

First, the oldest songs. The music 
box knows these best. (A reader can 
take over here, and singers can chime 
in as they are signaled.) 


Luke’s Carols 


Physician to St. Paul, writer of a 
Gospel and the Book of Acts, Luke 
brings us the earliest Christmas songs 
—the Psalms of the New Testament 
and the songs of the nativity. (Read 
Luke 2:8-14.) 

1. The Magnificat. There are bursts 
of psalmody in the ‘Ave Maria,” the 
words of the angel to the Virgin Mary. 
These are words of praise, not to the 
Virgin, but to the wondrous things 
that God was doing. Roman ‘“‘Mario- 
latry” should not frighten Protestants 
from giving this great maiden her due 
for her obedience to God. 

An amazing revolution inspired the 
words of Mary. (Read Luke 1:46-55.) 
Redeemed by her own Son along with 
all sinners, Mary yet clears for many 
a vision as she exults in God’s mighty 
deeds. 

2. The Benedictus. Zachariah, the 
father of John the Baptist, joins in the 
songs. Filled with the Holy Spirit he 
prophesied, saying: (Chanters may 
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Sing Luke 1:68-79 as set to music, 
Common Service Book, p. 36.) 

3. Gloria in Excelsis. The fulfill- 
ment of Zachariah’s vision comes 
closer in the song of the angels. ‘‘Be- 
gun in heaven, finished on earth” de- 
scribes the song which angels sang 
and to which the church has added 
the words we sing each Sunday. (Sing 
first line of the “Gloria,” CSB p. 12.) 

4. The Nunc Dimittis. The climax 
of Simeon’s life came when he held 
the child Jesus, at long last, in his 
arms. He could put the waiting years 
behind and say, ‘This is the hour, 
Lord. My eyes have seen everything 
and I am ready to go.” (Chant the 
“Nunc Dimittis,’ CSB, p. 26.) 

Luke's Christmas psalms set the 
standard for the best in Christmas 
music. Note that: 

(a) They tell the news of Christ. 

(b) They center on Christ. 

(c) They affirm God's use of per- 
sons, yes even of other creatures, as 
we shall see. Is it not possible that 
God seeks to use ourselves for telling 
this story—now? (Interlude of Christ- 
mas box music.) 


The Animals of Christmas 


“A genuine carol may have faults 
of grammar, logic, or prosody,” says 
Percy Dearmer, ‘“‘but one fault it never 
has—that is of sham antiquity.” 

In our music treasures are carols 
about the animals of Christmas night. 
Legend says they had a part, too. Did 
not the rooster crow (in Latin of 
course) “Christus natus est’ (“Christ 
is born’) ? Did not the lambs cry, 
“Ubi? Ubi?” (“Where? Where?) ? 
Did not the sheep answer, “Bethlem, 
Bethlem” (‘Bethlehem’) ? 

(Read the words and sing the carol, 
“The Friendly Beasts.) Animal fig- 
ures, too, in ““Away in a Manger’ for- 
merly ascribed to Luther but known 
now as plainly an American carol. Re- 
member the line, “The cattle are low- 
ing, the poor baby wakes”? (Sing the 
carol. Music box recording may fol- 
low.) 


Angels, Shepherds, Wisemen, 
Saints 


Four groups gather at the heart of 
Christmas—angels, shepherds, wise- 
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men, and the saints of God who were 
prophets before, disciples after, and 
‘who together with believers of every 
day, add their presence and praise. 
(Reader may indicate the four as stan- 
za after stanza of “Angels from the 
‘Realms of Glory’ is sung.) 

Angels ... shepherds .. . sages. .. 
saints, here is in outline the Christ- 
imas story through the years. 

Angels—God’s messengers working 
His will as at creation, so now in the 
drama of redemption. Will they not 
also announce the resurrection and 
blow the last trump on our final day ? 

Shepherds—the common people 
heard Jesus gladly and they adorn this 
story with their “let us go even unto 
Bethlehem.” Heaven must be full of 
the common people. 

Sages—the wisemen gave their best. 
The finest intellects have been devoted 
to study and worship. If good think- 
ing is part of your endowment, does 
God have a special claim on you? 

Saints—those believers whom neith- 
er heights nor depth nor any thing 
else can separate from God’s love. 

A social consciousness rings in many 


carols. Since man has a common Father 
in heaven, he has an obligation to be 
a brother to all men. (Sing from “It 
Came Upon the Midnight Clear,” the 
Stanza, “O ye, beneath life’s crushing 
load.) Similar social implications 
may be discovered in the carols, “Joy 
to the World” and “Good King Wen- 
ceslas.”” 

Christians will also appreciate the 
evangelistic fervor of the American 
Negro carol, “‘Go Tell It on the Moun- 
tain.” (This carol may be sung here.) 


The Christ Himself 

“Mild He lays His glory by, born 
that man no more may die!” Bethle- 
hem is the rehearsal for that which 
would be central for the whole life of 
Jesus—His perfect obedience to God. 
This is the first step in that redemptive 
plan. “He made himself of no repu- 
tation and took upon him the form of 
a servant, and was made in the like- 
ness of men. And being found in fash- 
ion as a man, he humbled himself 
and became obedient unto death, even 
the death of the cross.’ Christmas is 
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never far from Good Friday. 

The songs of Christmas outshine 
those of any other Christmas festivals, 
carols merry with joy and scintillating 
with love born of heaven. There are 
. so many that we can pick only a few: 

“O Little Town of Bethlehem,” the 
most beloved of American carols, was 
written by Phillip Brooks as he looked 
over Bethlehem one Christmas Eve. 

“Silent Night.” The organ had bro- 
ken down, so Father Mohr and Franz 
Gruber wrote this lovely carol for the 
evening service. 

“Adeste Fideles’” is an invitation 
that brings countless Christians to the 
manger. It is probably the most trans- 
lated hymn of all—appearing in 119 
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languages. ““O Come All Ye Faithful” 
is its translation from Latin into Eng- 
lish. 

Our Christmas music box holds 
many more carols, all of them full of 
the breath and life of people stirred 
to the depths by ‘‘the heavens drop- 
ping with their gifts of a Savior.’ Yet 
all these songs cannot exhaust the 
story of God’s love in his Son. 


Twenty Great Christmas Songs 


I. LUKE’S CAROLS 
1. “Ave Maria” (for reading alone), 
Luke 1:26-38. 
2. “Magnificat,” read from Luke 
1:46-55, or chant from CSB, p. 
43. 
3. “Benedictus,” read from Luke 
1:68-79, or chant from CSB, p. 


36. 
4. “Gloria in Excelsis,’ chant from 
GSBepaa 2: 


5. “Nunc Dimittis,’ Luke 2:29-32 
or chant from CSB, p. 26. 

Il. THE ANIMALS OF CHRISTMAS 

6. “The Friendly Beasts,” in Christ- 
mas Carols, Customs, Legends, 
by Ruth Heller. Published by 
Hall McCreary. 

7. “Good Christian Men, Rejoice,” 
PSH 34. 

8. “Away in a Manger,’? PSH 40. 

III. ANGELS, SHEPHERDS, 

WISEMEN, SAINTS 

9. “Angels from the Realms of 
Glory,” CYH 19. 

10. “It Came Upon the Midnight 
Glear GY 1A PS a2 5 GSB) 
29. 

11. “Joy to the World,” CYH, 13, 
PSH 19, CSB 34. 

12. “Good King Wenceslas,’ in 
Christmas Carols, Customs, Leg- 
ends. 

13. “I Heard the Bells on Christmas 
Day,” in Christmas Carollers’ 


Book by Torstein Kvamme. Hall 
McCreary. 

14. “Go Tell it on the Mountain,” 
Negro Spiritual. (Get a quartet 
to sing this from the arrange- 
ment by Neil Kjos. Augsburg 
Publishing House.) 

15. “Angels We Have Heard on 
High,’ Christmas Carols, Cus- 
toms, Legends or Christmas Car- 
ollers’ Book. 

Gu EitsteNocl | Gye 1), .PSHe5 5. 

IV. THE CHRIST HIMSELF 

17. “O Little Town of Bethlehem,” 
GYAN PSH 23./ESB 31% 

18. “While Shepherds Watched 


Recommended Records 


“A Music Box of Christmas Carols,” 
The Welsh Chorale with music boxes from 
the Bornand Collection; Vanguard Record 
VRS 428. 

“Music Box Medley of Christmas Car- 
ols,’ Bornand Record, AB-1. : 

“Joy to the World,’ Roger Wagner 
Chorale. Capitol record P 8353. 

“Christmas Hymns and Carols,’’ Robert 
Shaw Chorale, Vol. I and II, Victor LM 
1112 and 1711. 

“Christmas Carols,” 
Choir, Columbia Record. 

“Christmas Carols,” by the Bach and 


Luboff 


Norman 


Their Flocks,” PSH 24, CSB 28. Westminster Choirs. London Record LL 
19. “Silent Night,” CYH 17, PSH 1095. 
20, CSB 530. 
20. “Adeste Fideles,’ CYH 7, PSH EE 
LOMGSB 215 
COMING 


for YOUNG ADULTS! 


YOUNG ADULT IDEA BOOK 


An entire year’s program ma- 
terials in one book will be of- 
fered for 1958. Included in 
the “Idea Book” will be— 

1. Tips on how to locate 
and organize young 
adults 

2. Ideas for unusual and 
stimulating meetings 


3. Useful addresses and 
sources of program 
materials 

4. Fifteen ‘‘discussion 


themes” with support- 
ing material, including 
such subjects as: 


Faith Healing 
When Things Go 
Wrong 


Why Infant Baptism? 
The Kind of Church | 
Want 


Order at least three copies 
for your young adult program 
committee. For information, 
write Board of Parish Educa- 
tion. To order materials, write 
United Lutheran Publication 
House. 
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Santa Claus 
party 


bring out 
the Old Nick 


in your friends 


INVITATIONS AND POSTERS 


Cut up old Christmas cards for in- 
vitations. On the back of the designs, 
print the time and place for the party. 
A big Santa Claus drawn on a poster 
can be used for bulletin board public- 
ity. You may want to make a 3-D Santa 
with a cotton beard or button eyes. 


MAKING DECORATIONS 


Of course, you will want to do some 
pre-decorating in Christmas colors and 
theme. Have a Christmas tree with a 
few decorations. Other decorations for 
the tree and the room can be made by 
the first arrivals. Blindfold the first 
arrivals. Give them a dish of popcorn, 
a dish of cranberries, a needle and 
thread. These guests are to make tree 
decorations by stringing corn and ber- 
ries alternately. 


GAMES . 


Ten Bells. Give each guest ten red 
paper bells. During the evening any 
time he gets someone to answer him 
with a ‘yes’ or “no” he collects a 
bell from him. Any time he forgets 
and answers a question with “yes” or 
“no” he must give a bell to the person 
who has caught him. At the end of 
an allotted time, give a prize to the 
person holding the most bells. 

A Gift from Santa. Players sit in a 
circle with one chair less than the 
number of players. The person in the 
center is Santa. All players are given 
the name of a gift. The object of the 
game is for Santa to get a chair. Santa 
asks a player, ‘Do you like the gifts 
you have?” (The two gifts refer to the 
people on either side of the person 
being questioned.) If the person says 
no, Santa asks what he would like to 
have. The person names two other 


lifts. Then the two new gifts named 
ad the two gifts not liked change 
laces while Santa tries to grab a seat. 
if the person says, “Yes, I like my 
ifts,”” everyone changes chairs. The 
erson left without a seat is the new 
anta. 

Merry Christmas. Again the players 

ite seated in a circle. “It” stands in 
lhe center and points to a person, say- 
ag, “Merry Christmas to you.’ Be- 
iore he has finished the greeting, the 
verson pointed to must reply, “The 
ame to you.” If he does not say this 
»vefore ‘it’ finishes his sentence, he 
secomes “it.” “It” tricks people by 
sointing at them and not saying any- 
hing. If the seated player says, ‘“The 
ame to you,’ he becomes “‘it.” 
_ Santa's Toy Shop. Assemble all the 
0ys in one room and all the girls in 
inother. Give each girl the name of a 
‘oy. Give identical toy names to the 
0ys. When the girls are admitted to 
he toy shop the boys imitate the name 
of the toy given to them by an appro- 
oriate sound or action. Each girl walks 
round the shop seeking the toy she is 
o have. They will be partners for the 
ext game. 

Santa’s Telegram. Each couple is 
siven a piece of paper and pencil. On 
he paper they are to write a telegram 
ising the ten letters of Santa Claus 
o make the words. Example: Send 
Any New Toys At Christmas. Lack A 
Jnique Supply. 


Santa’s Sleigh. Players sit in a circle. 
Each is given the name of part of the 
sleigh: reindeer, toys, whip, etc. The 
leader then relates the story of Santa’s 
trip, mentioning the different parts of 
the sleigh. As each part is mentioned, 
the player stands and demonstrates the 
part. When the leader shouts, ‘‘Santa’s 
sleigh,” each person must get another 
chair. Chairless player must continue 
the story. 

Santa's “New Look.” Each guest is 
given a piece of red construction pa- 
per. With eyes closed, players are to 
tear out the figure of Santa Claus. 
Give prizes for the funniest and the 
most realistic. 


DEVOTIONS 


Gather around the tree or a piano 
to sing carols. Begin with more joyful 
ones, working into the serener carols. 
Following “Silent Night’? someone 
should read or tell the Christmas story. 
Offer free prayer. End devotions with 
another carol. 


SANTA’S MESS HALL 


This, of course, means eats! Pre- 
pare Santa faces, using vanilla ice 
cream for the face with pieces of 
coconut stuck in for the beard. Gum 
drops or nuts can be used for eyes, 
nose, and mouth. Red jello will make 
a delicious hat for Santa with a ball 
of ice cream or whipped cream. Serve 
cookies and hot chocolate. 


A teacher struggled to put a pair of overshoes on 


a kindergarten boy. After they were on he said, 


bey | 


know why they went on so hard. They're not mine.” 
The tired teacher pulled and tugged to get them 
off again. Then the little boy said, “My mamma made 


me wear them. They belong to my sister.” 


—tTeens. 
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FAN FAR 


Sig Hagen 


get off the bench 


A visitor from Mars, reading our 
$-splashed sports pages, might be con- 
fused. He might get the idea that 
sports and cash are close cousins. Dis- 
tinctions between double-header and 
daily double, box score and box office, 
Brundage and bonus, might elude him. 

The little man from outer space 
wouldn’t learn, from the public prints, 
much about the vast field of sports 
outside professional and “big school” 
events. The pick-up teams that play 
in park or school yard, the office bowl- 
ing league, the friendly foursome, 
don’t rate news space. 

Our misled Martian might be sur- 
prised to hear that Bill Jones, from 
down the street, upset neighbor Joe 
Verger in tennis last week, or that 
the score was 9-7, 5-2 (set called on 
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account of supper). This match wa: 
hardly worth mentioning, except fo 
Bill and Joe and their friends anc 
families. 

But this is the kind of sport w 
ought to like best, if we like sport: 
at all (not everybody does). It’s th 
kind we engage in ourselves. 

Last month we had some ramblings 
talk about spectator sports. One poin 
implied, but not made very clear, wa: 
that non-combatants are getting a 
best a second-hand thrill from the side 
lines. For real kicks you’ve got to ge 
in there and play. 

Opportunities are limited, you may 
object. True, school sports often are 
organized so as to discourage all bu 
the best athletes. Football squads in 
clude only a tiny fraction of all the 
boys who might like to play. Team 
practice keeps the basketball court oc 
cupied. Tennis courts seem to be 
monopolized by a few. 

Certainly there aren’t enough play: 
grounds and gymnasiums. In some 
crowded cities the streets are the only 


ace for many to play. Whatever be- 
ime of the vacant lot ? You know the 
aswer: parking. 

In spite of all these difficulties, 
ayone truly interested in a sport 
ill probably find a place and a 
me. Trouble is, too many get dis- 
ouraged too early. A beginner may 
snd he’s not very good and despair 
€ improving; it’s that old champion 
omplex again. 

But you don’t have to be varsity 
even fourth-team caliber to have 
= If you are mediocre and admit 
_, chances are you'll enjoy the game 
nore than the expert. He has to 
eep on proving he’s good. You 
‘on’t have to convince anybody. 
You can relax. 

I envied a dormitory mate, years 
go, for his athletic prowess. He was 

football hero, big man on the cam- 
vus. I envied him, and I told him 
o. “It must be a lot of fun,” I said. 

He looked at me with astonishment. 
‘Fun, what do you mean, fun? Foot- 
yall isn’t fun, it’s hard work!” 

I didn’t believe him. 

“Look,” he said earnestly. “I hap- 
en to be a pretty good tackle. I'll 
evel with you, some alumni are help- 
ng me along. But I don’t have time 
o do anything I like. Practice and 
tudy, that’s all. I'd like to go to 


movies and loaf around the snack 
shop, but they won’t let me. I’ve got 
to keep my marks up, or get kicked 
off the squad. Saturdays I take a beat- 
ing, and Sundays IJ nurse bruises. 

“Boy,” he concluded, “I'll be glad 
when the season’s over.” 

I’m sure not all the team had that 
extreme view, but even those who 
played for fun were subject to the 
same pressures and restrictions. We 
rejects who kicked and passed in 
the back yard weren’t heroes, but we 
had no worries. We didn’t have to 
win anything. 

This isn’t an argument against 
“big” or organized sports, nor a 
complaint that they are over-empha- 
sized. I only want to point out that 
the permanent spectator is missing 
something. 

One thing he’s missing is competi- 
tion. That's as strong a medicine as 
exercise. It teaches control of temper. 
In competition you learn also to pace 
yourself, and to draw on physical re- 
serves when you need them. 

You get immense satisfaction when 
you do a thing right—even though 
you don’t do it often. And you learn 
to appreciate the play of the experts 
more than by just watching. 

Yes, it's more fun to play than to 
watch. Try it! 


“Is this the Weather Bureau?” 


“Yes, sir.” 


“How about a shower tonight?” 
“It's all right with me; take it if you need it.” 


Mrs. Hall—Did you meet your son at the station? 
Mrs. Smith—Oh my, no! I’ve known him for years. 
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By EUGENE HOEFTMAN 


My. Man Godfrey 
(Universal-International) 


With a modernized script and shot 
in Eastman Color and CinemaScope 
this remake of a hit movie comedy of 
the past features June Allyson and 
David Niven with beautiful Martha 
Hyer and TV’s Jeff Donnell. June, 
madcap big city socialite, wins a scay- 
enger hunt by literally dragging in 
man-of-mystery David, fresh from 
jumping ship in New York Harbor. 

Naturally he stays on, as butler par 
excellence of the household, and 
gradually works out the wacky family’s 
various problems and neuroses. Of 
course, his own problem has only one 
solution, but even that has to give 
ground somewhat before June’s de- 
termined onslaught . . . she’s NOT 
giving David up even to the U. S. 
Immigration Department! This all 
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seemed to make more sense last time 
around, but you'll probably laugh ir 
all the right places and have fur 
doing it. 


Time Limit 
(United Artists) 

A taut drama revolving around the 
possible court martial of Major Rich. 
ard Basehart on charges of collabora. 
tion with the enemy during the Kor. 
ean conflict. He admits everything 
but the motive. 

Fighting virtually alone in the hope 
of finding séme basis for defending 
him is Col. Richard Widmark, whe 
thereby is practically laying his own 
military career on the line. June Lock- 
hart is the major’s wife; Dolores 
Michaels a WAC Corporal in Bob’s 
office. 


ierri 
(Walt Disney) 

Springboarding from previous suc- 
‘ssses in the Tru-Life Adventure 
‘ries, Walt Disney here adds a story 
oe (plot) and we have the Tru- 
ife Fantasy. 

Perri is a female pine squirrel who 
ieets a handsome bachelor of the tree- 
»p set. Theirs is a wildwood romance, 
uring the course of which are en- 
yuntered both friend and foe in na- 
aure’s plan for survival. Some scenes 
id violently. 

Good background music, and two 
kkely tunes in “Break of Day” and 
Together Time.” Technicolor. 


The Devil’s Hairpin 


(Paramount) 
Retired sports car racer Cornel 
Wilde (always the big shot) is 


needled into trying a comeback against 
a hot shot newcomer. First part of the 
picture hasn’t much to recommend it, 
but the big race is a real thriller, with 
lots of flashy cars. 

Jean Wallace is Cornel’s girl friend; 
Mary Astor his mother. In VistaVision 
and Technicolor. 


reviews continued on page 54 


jealous or misgiven—over Allyson and Niven 


Operation Mad Ball 
(Columbia) 


World War II is over and done 
with, and orders are being cut for the 
breakup of the various military outfits 
still remaining in France. To celebrate 
this the G.I.’s of the Medical Corps 
unit at a U. S. Army General Hospital 
in Normandy decide to hold the big- 
gest, maddest ball (dance) ever, with 
the Army nurses stationed there as 
special guests. 


Perri 
is wary 


Rooney 
is looney 


One difficulty: The nurses, lieuten 
ants all, outrank the G.I.’s and regu 
lations forbid fraternizing. Anothe 
icky situation: Captain Ernie Kovacs 
no popular favorite, senses something 
is up and mobilizes against it! How 
ever, on the plus side is promote! 
Jack Lemmon who, with a top assisi 
from jivester Mickey Rooney, soon ha: 
the joint jumping! 


Hilarious, uninhibited comedy 
With Kathryn Grant and Arthu 
O'Connell. 
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handbooks, plays, and pleasure books 


sIVE AND TAKE. By Herman 
Ahrens. New York: Friendship 
Press. 163 Pages. Paper, $1.25; 
Cloth, $2.50. 


Bob Schmidt will probably never 
orget the summer before his sopho- 
Nore year in college. He spent the 
ummer at Morib Camp, a work camp 
a Malaya. Although he financed the 
ound-trip fare from Illinois to Kuala 
umpur and back, the experiences he 
eceived more than paid for the trip. 

The camp was sponsored by the 
‘outh Department of the World 
council of Churches and the Malayan 
christian Youth Council. The camp 
‘ormerly had been a communist de- 
ention camp, but the government, 
with the aid of the council, attempted 
© make it both a New Village project 
ind also provide a gathering place for 
eople of all nationalities. Through 
his meeting place, it was hoped they 
‘ould learn to understand each other's 
oroblems. 


The young people had many prob- 
lems and misunderstandings at the be- 
ginning of the camp. The guidance of 
Bill Knight, camp director, prevented 
major difficulties. The customs of other 
countries seemed odd to all of them 
but they soon learned to overlook or 
respect them. 

All races and all parts of the world 
were represented at the camp. The 
young people learned that it is not 
what you take but what you put into 
something that counts—the more you 
give, the more you receive. 

—SANDY STAHL 
Berlin, Pa. 


BLUE-RIBBON PLAYS FOR GRAD- 
UATION. Edited by Sylvia E. 
Kamerman. Boston: Plays, Inc. 202 
Pages. $3.50. 

Are you a member of the frantic 
fraternity of play directors who must 
find a suitable play for class night or 
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graduation night? If you are, Blue- 
Ribbon Plays for Graduation will be 
better than a tranquilizer pill for you. 
The ten one-act, royalty-free plays cov- 
er almost any situation in which you 
may find yourself. If you have a small 
stage and class and no budget for cos- 
tumes, you can find a six-character, 
modern dress play. On the other hand, 
if you have a huge stage and hundreds 
in the class, the cast for some of the 
plays will be limited only by the num- 
ber of “volunteers” you can persuade 
to turn out for practices. 

Covering commencements or pro- 
motions from grades six to twelve, 
these plays offer much beside adapta- 
ble and easy staging. You may have 
your choice of comedies, inspirational 
dramas, musical pageants, an all girl 
cast, or a predominately male cast. 
Some can be done on a bare stage, 
some require a conventional set, and 
others would give the art department 
a chance to paint an interpretive back- 
ground. All of them are enjoyable 
reading, and should be more than 
just another event that final week for 
your actors and the audience. 

—Mary KLINGELHOEFFER 
Sunbury, Pennsylvania 


HOT ROD IT—AND RUN FOR 
FUN! By Fred Horsley. Englewood 
Cliffs: Prentice-Hall. 264 Pages. 
$3.95. 

Do you know a hot rodder when 
you see him? He’s not that shot rodder 
or gasoline cowboy who squeals tires 
around the corner drugstore in a fen- 
derless refugee from the junkyard. 
The real hot rodder is anyone who 
likes to experiment with cars and likes 
them too much to be a reckless driver. 

In the U.S. today there are 30,000 
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hot rod owners; in addition, there are 
at least a half million auto enthusiasts 
who experiment mechanically with the 
family auto, hot rod style. 

Those who know the business con- 
tend: “once hot rodding gets in yout 
blood, you stay with it as long as 
you can see to tell the difference be- 
tween a spark plug and a carburea- 
tor.” And author Fred Horsley—who 
really knows the business—convinces 
you this is true! 

Everything’s here: “Shopping for a 
Hopup”, “The Four Basic Rods”, 
“How to Make It Hot’, “Souping the 
Engine’, ‘Modifying the Chasis and 
Body”, “The Dragster’, “What to Do 
with Your Rod.” 

It’s a fascinating volume for any- 
body interested in legitimate hot rod- 
ding! 


—LESLIE CONRAD, JR. 


‘FELEMBE 


By Jens Larsen 


A novel set in Liberia by the author 
of the popular 10,000 Tom-Toms. 

From Manhattan to Liberia was a big 
jump. Wealthy Evelyn Stuart was travel- 
ing with her parents in order to forget 
a broken engagement. But that wasn’t 
all that happened at the rubber plan- 
tation. Interwoven into this vivid 
tale are striking scenes such as the 
secret ritual burial of a tribal chief, the 
invasion of the driver ants and research 
on relapsing fever. 


$3.50 at all book stores 


MUHLENBERG PRESS 
Philadelphia 


LUTHERAN HANDBOOK. By 
Amos John Traver. Philadelphia: 
Muhlenberg Press. 104 Pages. Pa- 
per, $1.00; boards, $1.50. 


The Lutheran Church in review is 
e main topic of this easily read and 
terestingly written book. A review 
the Church and its purpose is essen- 
il for everyone. The arrangement of 
is volume will particularly appeal 
the teen-ager. 

The book traces Lutheranism from 
iod’s revelation to Luther to today’s 
atheran organizations with their cor- 
sponding purposes and functions in 
ollowing the word of God. 

Certain topics in the book such as 
ae Common Service, the way of Sal- 
ation, and the means of Grace will 
ndoubtedly hold the attention of 
sung Lutherans who may have 
ueries as to just why the Lutheran 
thurch maintains a certain form of 
rorship. As Dr. Traver states, “How 
auch more devout and _ intelligent 
vorship would be if each worshipper 
vould take the time to give this order 
areful study.” References for further 
cading are given for those whose 
aterests are drawn to any particular 
apic of the book. 

—DwicHt A. HUSEMAN 
‘elinsgrave, Pa. 


OHN MUIR, FATHER OF OUR 
NATIONAL PARKS. By Charles 
Norman. New York: Julian Mess- 
ner, Inc. 191 Pages. $2.95. 

Being able to sit in the top of a 
waying pine tree in the midst of a 
torm displays quite a bit of courage 
m the nature-loving part of John 
Muir. The presentation of such inci- 
lents plays a major role in this book. 


You will find that John Muir placed 
all his trust in nature. He believed 
that nature could do him no harm, that 
each turn in the trail led only to 
beauty. 

If you have the same type of cour- 
age as John Muir, you will find the 
book thrilling. If not, you may find 
the story to be tiresome and boring. 

The major portion of the book ts a 
biography of John Muir’s life and of 
his development as a nature-lover. 

—JAMES KOONES 
Kulpmont, Pennsylvania. 


more POWER 


TO vou 


A Teen Guide 
for Self- 
Understanding 
by John and 
Dorathea 
Crawford 
Written just 
for teen-agers, 
in their 
language, 
More Power To You is packed 
full of ideas on how to gain clearer 
self-understanding, self-acceptance 
and self-control. The lively style of 
the book is made even more appeal- 
ing to youthful readers by the use 
of diagrams, tables, illustrations 
and self-quizzes. 
Real-life situations at the end of 
each chapter present ‘‘what-would- 
you-do” problems for discussion 
with each other or with parents. 


$2.50 at all bookstores. 


MUHLENBERG PRESS 
Philadelphia 
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Our devotions for 1957 appear through special 
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arrangement with ONE Magazine, and are used 
with permission. Copyright 1957. All rights reserved. 


Quiet Time 


As we open our Bible to these sections each day, we share the same Scrip- 
ture with thousands of other teenagers. Let's pray for each other that Jesus will 
step out of our open Bibles into believing hearts. 


by DAR ROA 


3 John 


Do your friends find cause for 
joy when they look at the truth of 
your life, 3? How much joy do you 
bring to your parents, 4? Match Mat- 
thew 6:33 with Diotrephes’ failure, 9. 
What else was his problem? This de- 
lightful little letter is loaded with hos- 
pitality. In what way are you giving 
evidence of your faith today ? 

Jude 


2 Christian life is multiplication, 
2. Believing in the Bible, you believe 
in hell, 5-7. Check footnotes in 11. 
Do you find a familiarity in 16? Con- 
trast 18-19 with 20-21. You need not 
fall away, 24, provided you follow 21. 


Revelation 1 


The first five words of verse 1 
clue us into the purpose of the Book. 
The promise of 3 is yours. 4 is an in- 
troduction to the first three chapters. 
Note John’s explanation in 9ff. For 
John this was no ordinary dream. 
What intense drama! Let the Spirit of 
God thrill you as He opens in John’s 
vision a fresh view of Jesus. 
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Revelation 2 


Locate Ephesus on your map. Or 
paper make seven columns, one fo 
each of the seven churches. List wha 
each church could claim as assets. Or 
another sheet make seven columns fo 
liabilities against each church. Watcl 
for suggested action and the conse 
quences of reaction. Watch the repeti 
tion of 7. 


Revelation 3 

Continue charting as you dic 
yesterday. Memorize 20. How doe 
He get into my life? By asking Hin 
in. When I hear a knock at the doo 
I need only (a) be willing to invit 
the knocker in and (b) announce m 
willingness. Only those who welcom 
Christ can be called Christians. 


Revelation 4 


Compare the similar closing 
(3:22) in your study of the sever 
churches. Repetition suggests import 
ance. Compare and contrast each men 
tion of he who conquers I will . . 
Title each paragraph of chapter 4 
Earth’s words are so inadequate fo 
heaven’s world. 
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Revelation 5 

What do you title this chapter? 
Yas John a sissy for having such a 
urden for souls, 42 As through all 
life, even in heaven, none of us are 
le (worthy), 3. We must rely wholly 
a Him Who alone is able and has 
ae 5. Compare Isaiah 53 with 


Revelation 6 
This chapter is not so hard to 
bel, especially if you are a horseman 
heart. Underline each mention of 
me. Compare this invitation to John 
37. What imagery in this amazing 
nal Bible Book. 


Revelation 7 

Timing is significant. The fig- 
ative ‘four corners of the earth’’ re- 
inds us of how the Bible has influ- 
aced our vocabulary. It’s not an ex- 
dsure to Scripture, but an experience 
* the Christ of the Scriptures that each 
cust have to inherit happiness here 
ad heaven hereafter! Remind yourself 
sat this Book wants to be the revela- 
on of Jesus Christ. Memorize 17. 

Revelation 8 


10 The silence in heaven for about 
alf an hour suggests our need to be 
lent in the presence of the Lamb. 
sk God’s forgiveness for failing to 
2 consistent. I hope to hear the mar- 
zlous music of the seven trumpets, 
ff. Even though they will be an- 
ouncing the awesome beginning of 
idgment, I need not fear. Why? See 


hn 5:24. 
/ | Revelation 9 

The seal of God upon their 
oreheads is the blood of Christ freely 


available to cleanse me of my sin and 
to assure me of my inheritance of 
heaven. Hell holds no reservations for 
me. It’s so difficult to understand why 
some resist the love of God in Christ. 
20-21 answers with God's perspective. 
Amazingly, some will consistently re- 


ject him. 
12 Revelation 10 

Angel means messenger. 
Though I shall never qualify as an 
angel, I can each day be God’s mes- 
senger. (I don’t really care to be an 
angel. Christ died for men, not for 
angels.) Why the contrast of J/ittle 
in 2 with the other large dimensions 
here ? Who are His servants the proph- 


ets in 7? 
13 Revelation 11 
Though we find the battle with 
Satan to be vigorous, we have weapons 
that win (Ephesians 6). But many of 
us do not use this weapon adequately, 
7. How ridiculous to plan to be de- 
feated. (Especially when we know the 
tactics that win.) In 13 terrified and 
gave glory is the way some folks find 
God. Problems are a potential. 
Revelation 12 


14 Look up portent, 1 and 3. 
Whoever thought of wa... im 
heaven? Underline in 8 they were de- 
feated. Define Devil and Satan. Apply 
to each the deceiver of the whole 
world and the accuser of our brethren. 
If you are a weak and wobbly Chris- 
tian you may be yielding to Satan who 
accuses day and night. This need not 


be! 
/ 5 Revelation 13 
Would ‘two beasts’’ be a good 


name for this chapter? Sense in 2 the 
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repetition of /zke and the struggle to 
describe the indescribable? Amazingly 
God in His mercy allows blasphemy 
against His name and war on the saints 
Why ? Why does He permit pain, prob- 
lems, and perplexities beyond what 
seems possible to bear? How can I 
avoid defeat by the beast ? See 8. Circle 
all in 16. In 18, this calls for wisdom. 
Revelation 14 


16 Glorious contrast in then from 
the ugly beasts to the beautiful Lamb. 
What a day! To look on the Lamb of 
God. If you were robbed of rest last 
night you have had a tiny taste of hell, 
11. Why does John record all this, 12? 
God knows well that we need encour- 
agement to endure. (James 1:12.) 
What does blessed mean? 
17 Revelation 15 

Words fail in praise of the au- 
thor of salvation. Liberals ridicule 
harps in heaven since few of us know 
much about playing them and thus 
couldn’t enjoy them. How ridiculous 
to ridicule heaven, unaware that ex- 


pression is exhausted when we try to 
explain what heaven will be like. 
Revelation 16 


18 What specifically became the 
punishment in each case ? Do you agree 
with 7? How hard we can become— 
scorched ... (yet) they did not re- 
pent and give Him glory. See how 15 
summarizes Matthew 24, 1 Thessa- 
lonians 5, as well as 2 Peter 3:10. 


| Revelation 17 


Be sure to look up words that 
you cannot define clearly—harlot, for- 
nication, abominations, perdition. This 
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chapter evidences God's grace, explain- 
ing much that has been mysterious be- 
fore. Take heart as you read 14 aloud. 


God will win. 
2 Revelation 18 
This chapter parallels Jere- 
miah’s dirge over the desolation of 
Babylon of the OT (Jeremiah 50-51). 
Babylon was the city that had taken 
captive God’s OT people. John uses 
it figuratively as the name of the world 
power that already had begun perse- 
cuting God’s NT people. It was dan- 
gerous to label Rome precisely. 
Revelation 19 


21 The four enemies of the Lamb 
were the dragon, beast, false prophet, 
and Babylon. In chapter 18 Babylon 
fell. In 19 the beast and false prophet 
are destroyed. In 20 we will see the 
dragon doomed. The beast, false 
prophet, and Babylon appear to be 
institutions. The dragon, however, is 


a person. 
2 Revelation 20 

Christ’s second coming is men- 
tioned over 300 times in the NT, but 
the millenium (one thousand years) 
only once in the whole Bible. And that 
mention is in this most mysterious part 
of Revelation. To live in the constant 
expectancy of Christ’s coming is one 
thing. To have a theory about the mil- 
lenium is quite another. I don’t know 
what’s coming but I know Who is 


coming. Linger long on 15. 
23 Revelation 21 
Not difficult to label this chap- 


ter. Underline 5. Don’t slip over € 
quickly. How difficult to describe the 
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ew Jerusalem. Ask a jeweler about 
very jewel in 19ff. A lamb need no 
mger be slain. The Lamb has been 
ain. It was for me He died! Memo- 
ze 3 and 23. 


Revelation 22 
a4 The Bible begins with paradise 
est. It ends with paradise restored! 
s the book began (1:30 by pronounc- 
g blessings on those who keep His 
ord, so it closes, 7. Character may 
*come better or worse, 11. But the 
me comes when it is fixed forever. 
cernal punishment is the inevitable 
sult of our own decisions, 11. 

Luke 2:1-20 


25 Tell yourself that you have 
ever heard nor seen this passage. 
ake time to jot down what you dis- 
yver that you hadn’t noticed before. 
he very best commentary on the first 
hristmas is Galatians 4:4. A happy 
hristmas to you and through you! 
Psalm 1 


6 Psalm 1 expresses the blessed- 
ess of those who delight in God's 
Vord. If David could get so wrapped 
p in God’s Word, how much more 
in we love our Bible that vividly 
ints out the Christ who has come. 
lotice the progressive decay from 
alking to standing to sitting. See 
ow 1-3 are in sharp contrast with 
6? 


7 Psalm 8 


Who can comment on lan- 
uage like this? Man was designed 
) be lord over God's creation, 6. This 


will actually come to pass when Christ 
returns, (Hebrews 2:6-10). See also 


Psalm 2. 
Psalm 19 


2 Linger a bit when you go out 
riding tonight. Study the stars. The 
heavens are telling the glory of God 
and the firmament proclaims his handi- 
work, Agree with 10? Your New 
Year's resolution to be more faithful 
with your daily Bible time can bring 
you to the experience of 10 by this 
time next year. Pray for faithfulness. 
Psalm 23 


29 Three word-pictures: the Lord 
is my Shepherd, Guide, and Host. He 
provides for my wants, my rest, and 
refreshment. With Him as Guide I 
shall be rightly led. As my Host, He 
has the table of salvation prepared. 
Say with glad confidence the affirma- 


tion of 6. 
30 Psalm 27 

One dictionary catalogued five 
thousand types of fears. If David loved 
so devotedly God’s house then (a cen- 
ter for animal sacrifice) how much 
more can we be devoted to God's 
house now. As the year closes, young 
friend, wait for the Lord. 

Psalm 103 


3] Can there be any other expres- 
sion than this for a full, abundant 
year? Linger on 11. 12 includes you. 
It’s 12,000 miles from the North to 
the South Poles. How far from East 
to West? Far enough for Him to re- 
move my sins. A blessed New Year in 
the new life that Christ offers you! 
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PRESENTATION AIDS 


New ideas for ways of using material in this 


issue? Think through some of these suggestions. 
Advent Around the World (news section) 


There’s still time to plan an Advent 
or Christmas social in your league. 
This one, written by Cynthia Smith of 
Washington, D. C., sounds like loads 
of fun. Why not try it? 

Use the references listed at the end 
of the article. Games, stories, songs, 
foods, and costumes from other coun- 
tries ate always interesting. Use your 
imagination, If you have exchange 
students in your vicinity ask them to 
help you. Or the overseas student at 
the local college may give you some 
pointers. 

Make this social a project. Invite 
young people from the local children’s 
home. Or plan to ‘‘take” your social 
to the local home for the aged. The 
guests will enjoy sharing your fun. 
They may have some customs to share 
with you. 


Problem Corner 

Work up a topic from the letter and 
answer in Problem Corner. Discuss 
among your friends some of the prob- 
lems you face. What is moral, im- 
moral, and ammoral ? 


Lights and Tinsel 
There are several ways to present 
this material. Choose the one best 
suited for your group and equipment. 
Give the topic in the first person— 
as a monologue. Add plenty of facial 
and vocal expressions for its success. 
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Prepare your own radio script, usin 
voices for other characters in th 
story. Fade-ins and fade-outs 
Christmas music will add effect. 

A discussion of attitudes will giv 
more meaning to the topic. You migh 
want each character to give his idea 
again and have the leaguers conside 
them. 

What meaning does Christmas hay 
in your town? Is it extra work o 
does some of it have meaning to som 
of the people? What can you as 
league do about it? As an individual 

If your league is in charge of dec 
orating the church for Christmas, hav 
a “hanging of the greens’ servic 
first. Have your league “author” writ 
a service. Explain the meaning of eacl 
article used in the decorations—th 
candles, the tree and lights, mange 
scene, etc. Do your part and giv 
meaning to Christmas this year. 


Carol Quiz 

You may like to use this as an in 
troduction to a topic on carols or or 
music. Add more songs to the list anc 
have an old fashioned bee. 

Better brush up on the ones you 
don’t know. 


Health for Sale 


The story of Emily Bissell make: 
interesting material. Tell her story o: 
divide the topic into sections wit 


| 


tious people helping in the presen- 
(Gion. 

Additional material about the TB 
eciety or about Christmas Seals can 

obtained through your local Tuber- 

losis Society or the county organi- 
ition. 

Perhaps someone in the group will 
«ve TB seals from other years to dis- 
vay. You may discuss the meaning of 
‘¢ various seals. 

Various projects could result from 
ais topic. By talking up the Christ- 
vas seals, you may convince others of 
»e worth of buying them. Study more 
sout TB, its symptoms, its cure. Has 
‘eryone in your group had a TB 
st or x-ray? 

‘If there is a rest home near your 
wn, you may plan a visit. Better yet, 

“an to have a service, or make favors 
or the patients’ Christmas trays. 


‘aul W einlader 


' Use this as an introduction to a 
»pic on vocations or as an example. 
aul illustrates how one may use his 
lents for his church. 

How can others use their talents? 
the artist? The teacher? The police- 
jan? The storekeeper? The news te- 
orter? The housewife? 


vom Heaven High 
_ This is more suitable for presenta- 
yon for the entire congregation than 
Dr your own group. Talk to the pas- 
or about allowing the league to have 
“special Christmas program in church. 
If you decide to use it for your 
‘aguers alone, you may want to do 
\me rewriting. Instead of using 
noirs, use single voices. Suggestions 
te given in the introduction to the 
ervice. 


You may want to substitute more 
familiar carols for the music sug- 
gested. Keep the tableaux as simple as 
possible. 


The “Old-Timer” 


This short article might be used as 
a kick-off for some topic. It serves as 
a fine introduction for various sub- 
jects. 

For instance, you may have a topic 
planned on religious art or even a 
study of paintings of Christ. The last 
paragraph is thought-provoking. The 
same is true for a writer, a teacher, a 
preacher, a musician, a composer, etc. 


Christmas Music Box 


The purpose of this topic is not a 
“program” but an evening of simple 
enjoyment of Christmas carols. 

Simulate a large music box from 
which the chanters, singers, readers, 
and song leaders emerge. Play inter- 
ludes from a recording of music box 
carols. There may be spots where you 
would like to pantomime or have a 
tableau. 

Give those who are spectators an 
opportunity to take part in the carol 
singing also. 


Clatter 

This month’s Clatter supplies ex- 
cellent material for a topic. Perhaps 
you want to combine it with other 
ideas you gleaned from the Problem 
Corner on page 16. 

Just how strongly should you take 
your stand? Where do you draw the 
line? When do you “go along?” 

Share your ideas with the other 
leaguers and they will be glad to 
share their ideas with you. 
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CLATTER 
by CONRAD 


staying stood 


How well do you stand up for what 
you really believe? 

On my last two air trips—in fact, 
on successive flights—I observed the 
right way and the wrong way to take 
a stand. Two flight stewardesses were 
Exhibits “A” and “‘B.” 

On a mainline flight out of Los 
Angeles to New York, I found my- 
self seated beside two “big operators.” 
Everything they wore had that this- 
cost-more-than-most-people-can-afford- 
to-pay appearance. 

These two fancy-fashioneers went 
out of their way to engage the two 
stewardesses in conversation. Shortly 
before the plane landed in Chicago, 
the rover boys learned that one of the 
stewardesses was also deplaning. Im- 
mediately, they extended a cordial in- 
vitation to join them in a cocktail as 
soon as she had checked through 
ground customs. “No thank you!” she 
replied, flatly and unembarrassed. “I 
don’t drink! You seem to be surprised! 
Are you?” And both of the bruisers 
admitted they were, and rather flab- 
bergastedly so! 

A portion of my next flight was 
aboard one of those puddle-jumpers 
that stops on the other side of every 
mountain—the type that the lowest- 
rung stewardesses, so I’m told, are 
forced to staff. Just behind me sat two 
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men. They engaged the flight’s onl 
stewardess in conversation about ninety 
percent of the time we were aloft 
Both men admitted to second mar 
riages. They were “traveling salesmen’ 
as defined in adulterated terms. 

The stewardess loved every minute 
of it. She was “‘their type.’ And the) 
told her so. Both men allowed tha 
“she was the finest stewardess they 
had met in many a flight.” She ac 
knowledged the compliment by say 
ing: “I wish my flight superior wer 
in the seat in front of me to hea 
such wonderful things!” 

At one juncture they delved int 
the subject of jealous wives. The stew 
ardess was quick to opine that “‘wive 
should be grateful that there are girl 
in every port—and often betweer 
ports—who are available and happy & 
show their husbands a good time.’ 
Her associates heartily agreed. 

When her two suitors asked for he 
telephone number, she gladly com 
plied, remarking: “You know, accord 
ing to stewardess rules, we are no 
supposed to give any passenger ou 
home address or telephone number 
but in this case, I don’t mind breakin; 
the rule.” 

The first stewardess took a stand— 
and stood! I’d trust her in most an) 
situation. The second stewardess tool 
a stand—but, oh, so lowly! I wouldn’ 
trust her out of the fuselage of < 
plane! 

The first stewardess was on the bes 
job airlane in the nation; the seconc 
stewardess was in the “bush league’’— 
conniving and scheming to climb th« 
ladder of success. 

Yes, even in the business of stew 
ardessing, it pays to take a stand anc 
then stay stood! | 
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